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To the extent that students benefit from high-achieving peers, tracking will help strong students and hurt 
weak ones. However, all students may benefit if tracking allows teachers to present material at a more 
appropriate level. Lower-achieving pupils are particularly likely to benefit from tracking if teachers would 
otherwise have incentives to teach to the top of the distribution. We propose a simple model nesting these 
effects. We compare 61 Kenyan schools in which students were randomly assigned to a first grade class with 
60 in which students were assigned based on initial achievement. In non-tracking schools, students randomly 
assigned to academically stronger peers scored higher, consistent with a positive direct effect of academically 
strong peers. However, compared to their counterparts in non-tracking schools, students in tracking schools 
scored 0.14 standard deviations higher after 18 months, and this effect persisted one year after the program 
ended. Furthermore, students at all levels of the distribution benefited from tracking. Students near the median 
of the pre-test distribution benefited similarly whether assigned to the lower or upper section. A natural 
interpretation is that the direct effect of high achieving peers is positive, but that tracking benefited lower-
achieving pupils indirectly by allowing teachers to teach at a level more appropriate to them. 
L’exposé sera en français. 
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