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Abstract

This paper adds new empirical evidence to the growing literature regarding the determinants
of export behaviour of individual firms. It is original in two ways. First, we focus on firms
from a specific geographical region, i.e. from the province of Limburg in Belgium. These
original survey data guarantee that our sample controls for local circumstances that may affect
export performance. Moreover this unique sample contains firms that are more internationally
oriented than previous firm-level evidence.

Secondly, in contrast with earlier studies, we do not only look at total exports, but also at
bilateral firm exports. We look for the determinants of both export probability and

export intensity. Potential determinants include firm level characteristics (firm size,
productivity, ownership,...) as well as destination market characteristics (size, income,
technology,...). In particular we analyze the effect of different kinds of innovation on firms’
export behaviour. Our results deviate in several ways from the earlier evidence. Based on these
results, we conclude that exclusively focusing on total export probability and intensity may be
misleading.
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