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EU Vital Statistics 

 
 

App. 4.4 million km2 
App. 490 million inhabitants 

GDP 10,957.9 billion EUR (27) 
US GDP 10,011.9 billion EUR 



The area of the EU compared 
to the rest  
of the world 

Surface area, 1 000 km² 

EU China Japan Russia United States 

16 889 

9327 9159 

4234 

365 



EU population in the world 
Population in millions, 2009 

500 

1339 

128 142 

307 

EU China Japan Russia United States 



How rich is the EU compared 
to the rest  
of the world? 

EU China Japan Russia United States EU China Japan Russia United States 

12 508 

1 326 

3 329 

468 

 9819 

 

25 100 

4 400 

27 800 

12 200 

38 700  

Size of economy: 2008 gross domestic product  

in billion of euros 

Wealth per person: 2008 gross domestic product 

per person  



How did the EU develop? 

 1. European Coal and Steel Community 

 These were the industries used in war 

  A way of managing German recovery 
under European auspices 

 

2. Treaties of Rome 

Create a European Economic Community 



Sharing Sovereignty in Coal 
and Steel    

Luxemburg 

Netherlands 

Germany 

France 

Italy 

Belgium 

High Authority  



Sharing Sovereignty 

 Only in selected areas (coal and steel) 

 Only if institutions are created to 
monitor what the High Authority is 
doing. 

 Assembly (later Parliament) 

 Council of Ministers 



Sharing Sovereignty and 
Managing the Results 

Council 

Assembly 

High Authority 



Monitoring the Sharing of 
Sovereignty   

Parliament 

Commission 

Council of 
Ministers 



How did the EU develop? 

 3.  European Union. 

 

Moves into social and environmental 
areas, whilst other areas remain 
exclusively under the control of 
individual states. 



What does the EU do? 

 Makes common and binding enforceable 
legislation in areas where sovereignty is 
shared –  

 Including:  

 internal and external trade,  

 agriculture,  

 environment,  

 regional policy  



‘Common and binding 
enforceable legislation’ means... 

 That EU Law is very important 

 

 Working through the principles of 
Supremacy and Direct Effect 

 

 So in many ways the most significant 
EU institution is…. 



The European Court of Justice 

 One judge per member state 

 Based in Luxembourg – away from the 
lobbyists! 

 Decisions by majority vote without 
national identification 

 



The original building from the 1950s - you can 
see that it didn’t want to be interfered with! 



An aerial view of the whole 
court complex as it is today 



The Court of Justice applies EU Law 

 And can fine countries that do not comply – 
this is a significant sanction 

 

  In July 2005 France was fined 20 million 
euros for permitting its fishermen to catch 
fish that were too small and a further 60 
million every 6 months until it complied… 



     One issue that makes it difficult to be in the EU 
is…. 

 FISH 

 

 

 think of Greenland, which left, of Iceland, 
which is still applying (and does not want to 
give up hunting whales) and Norway (2,000 
miles of coastline and twice said ‘No’) 



      FISH are increasingly in demand 

 They are regarded as healthy 

 

 They help people to slim 

 

 They appeal to ‘semi-vegetarians’ 



           But stocks are limited  

 Some breeds are reaching dangerously low 
levels 

 

 So the 27 countries seek to have a common 
fisheries policy to limit fishing and preserve 
stocks. 



Potential and actual new members 
worry about this 

 If they depend upon fishing for their 
livelihood 

 

 For other states (eg Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Hungary) it hardly matters at all 



It is difficult to police 

 Boundaries are not clearly marked 

 

 And it is not easy to know the number of fish 
– perhaps they have moved to ‘other waters’. 



And fishing provides a livelihood 

 Often for whole villages or even towns 

 

 Stable communities that cannot easily ‘retrain’ 
or ‘upskill’ or change their lives in order to do 
something else…. 



The EU sets rules for member states 
concerning TACs 

 http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/fishing_rules
/tacs/index_en.htm 

 

 Total Allowable Catches 

http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/fishing_rules/tacs/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/fishing_rules/tacs/index_en.htm


You can see the argument on both 
sides 

 One side says:   Stop telling me what I can 
catch 

 

 The other side says: If there’s no binding 
agreement, there will be no fish and 
everyone loses 



The point is that binding and enforceable 
regulations are involved… 

 Therefore members think twice (or more) 
before joining (Norway, Iceland) or even 
choose to exercise the right of withdrawal 
(Greenland). 

 

 This means that there are controls that don’t 
apply in the intergovernmental area where 
something more like ‘gentlemen’s 
agreements’ are reached 

 



All three major institutions are 
involved in making EU law 

                          Council of Ministers 

          

Commission                                  Law 

                        

                        Parliament  

                        



The Commission 

 Headquarters in Berlaymont Building, 
Brussels 

 27 Commissioners with cabinets 

 41 Directorates General (mostly) scattered 
around Brussels 

 Unlike a ‘civil service’ the Commission has the 
exclusive right to initiate legislation 

 In total app. 25 000 employees 



The Berlaymont Building, HQ 
of the European Commission 

 Brussels 



Commission departments are 
dotted around Brussels 

  This is DG Education and Culture…. 



The Council of Ministers 

 Government ministers of member states 

 Heads of state meet quarterly as the 
European Council 

 Qualified Majority Voting or Unanimity 

 President and High Representative 



European Council of Ministers 
in Brussels 

 



European Parliament 

 Elected since 1979 

 Headquarters in Strasbourg 

 Parliament must agree before law can 
be made 

 National groups form into European 
families. EPP, S&D, ALDE, Greens etc. 

 



European Parliament - 
Strasbourg 

 



European Parliament - 
Brussels 

 



Here is the Brussels building – 
looking a bit like a mollusc 



The European political parties 

Greens/European Free Alliance 

55 

 

European Conservatives  

and Reformists  

54 

Alliance of Liberals and 

Democrats for Europe 

84 

(European People’s Party  

Christian Democrats) 

265 

Non-attached 

members 27 

Total : 736 

Progressive Alliance of Socialists 

and Socialists and Democrats 

Democrats 

184 

European United 

Left - Nordic Green Left 

35 

Europe of Freedom  

and Democracy 

32 

Number of seats in the European Parliament  
per political group 

(January 2010) 



Three Presidents…. 

The European Parliament 
 Jerzy Buzek, President of  
of the European Parliament  

 
 

The Council of Ministers 
Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council 

 
 

The European Commission 
José Manuel Barroso, President 
of the European Commission 

 



Other institutions 

 Court of Auditors 

 European Central Bank 

 European Investment Bank 

 Ombudsman 

 Committee of the Regions 

 Economic and Social Committee 



The EU has grown in stages 

 6 in 1951 (1957) 

 9 in 1973 

 10 in 1981 

 12 in 1986 

 15 in 1995 

 25 in 2004 

 27 in 2007….. 

 Further growth is likely… 



 20?? 

20?? 

20?? 

 20?? 



 



The EU has ‘own resources’ – 
its own budget 

  Total EU budget 2011: 141.9 
billion euro….  

 
representing about 1.2% of the 
Gross National Income of 
member states 

 



   How is EU money spent?  

Total EU budget 2011: 141.9 billion euro  
 1.2% of Gross National Income 

Citizens, freedom, 

security and justice 

1% 

Other, administration 

6% 

Sustainable growth: 

new jobs, cohesion, 

research 

45% 

The EU as a global player: 

including development aid 

6% 

Natural resources: 

agriculture, 

environment 

42% 



The budget is agreed for a 7-
year period 

 All member states and the Parliament 
have to agree to it. 

 The current budget covers the period 
2007-13 

 The next budget cycle, for 2014-2020, 
will be agreed (hopefully) in 2012 



 EU cohesion policy  

 
 
2007-2013:  
 
 
347 billion euro 
 
 
 

Convergence objective: regions with 
GDP per capita under 75% of the EU 
average. 81.5% of the funds are 
spent on this objective.  

Regional competitiveness and 
employment objective. 



        The Seven Treaties  

1952 
The European Steel and Coal Community 

1958 
The treaties of Rome:  

The European Economic Community 

The European Atomic Energy Community 

(EURATOM) 

1987 
The European Single Act: 

the Single Market 

1993 
Treaty of European Union  

– Maastricht 

1999 
Treaty of  Amsterdam  

2003 
Treaty of Nice 

2009 
Treaty of Lisbon  



The Lisbon Treaty 

 Full-time President of the Council 

 High Representative 

 Citizens’ Initiative 

 National Parliaments’ enhanced role 

 European Parliament strengthened 

 Right of withdrawal formalised 



The Lisbon Treaty and the 
Presidency 

 By making the European Council a 
separate institution, the Treaty means 
that quarterly meetings of Heads of 
State are no longer chaired by the 
leader of the country with the rotating 
presidency.  All meetings of the Council, 
apart from the foreign affairs 
committee, are chaired by the rotating 
presidency. 



Launch of the Hungarian 
presidency 

2011 

http://www.eutrio.hu/


The last Presidency 

 Belgium set the course for the relation of the rotating 
presidency to the new offices created by the Lisbon 
Treaty. It sought implementation of policies such as 
the Citizens’ Initiative. Belgium declared that its 
primary goal was to ‘bring Europe closer to its 
citizens’ 

 

 It worked with Spain and Hungary to achieve an 18-
month perspective. Spain held the presidency in the 
first half of 2010, Belgian in the second half, and now 
Hungary holds it in the first half of 2011. 



www.europa.eu 


