Basicincome and te future ofw ork
An intrnetdiabgue

P ilppe Van Parip and te Futurew ork Netw ork
(FV @sf.cobrado.edu)

In May 1995, Iwas invitd ©omake myse Favai Bb I for aweek, as an invitd
guest o tie members ofan intractive intrnet Istt athad been functioning for some
time on e tieme oftie future ofwork. Itturned outtbe an exhikrating, but
bew iBering and exhausting experience.

Every day, I turned up in tie morning © find a fastexpanding setofquestions
tathad been pillng up overnight— main ¥, 1 guessed, from the other side ofte
Athntic. | tried topay toeach oftiem the atiention itdeserved and to promMde arep ¥
tatwentstraightto the core ofte issue raised. Buthefore | reached tie end ofthe set; |
was alkeady receiMng responses tomy ear ler rep les, and aBo, quit soon, furter
comment® on these responses, or on some ofmy rep kes tosome ofthese responses, etc.
Some ofthese further conments meandered and digressed a greatdeall sometimes
carrying on oler con\ersations among members oftie Bston Btral connectd
subpcts. Butmostoftiem stuck ©o tie centrallissues, bui Bingon te ear ler exchange
10 raise new questions or make new point.

Attie end oftie week, Iwas greath re lened tohe abl toswitth off, as the
accum u ktion ofmessages and my concern o phrase carefu W my rep b toeach had
forced me o putaside otier tiings I had p hnned ©odo tatweek. Butl remained
stunned by te charackr oftie medium and impressed by its poentiall & roughoutte
week, Ihad had tie odd impression ofconducting a seminar in adark room wit a\ery
hetrogeneous bunch ofstrangers, whose gender and country ofresidence 1 wasewen
sometimes unab l o guess. The resulingmatrial | € Ewaswort putting into a form
tatwou ll be more usab | tomyse Fand perhaps allo tootiers, ttan tie cronobgicall
e Bctronic recording ofa week- bng hectic criss-crossing ofm essages. Ittok me over
tree years,and te end ofa sabbaticall to find tie time | £kl cou Bl devot O the
needed editing jab. In order to increase coherence, I re-ordered the messages and
subdimMded a Bw oftiem intose Fcontained parts. | alo Iftouttie mostdigressiwe
ones. Butapartfrom a €w typingerrors, 1 did notaler tie messages tiemse Les, which
hawe terefore preserved tie tone ofan inform alke Bctronic con\ersation.

| tried o reach aMcontributors, butdid notsucceed in aMcases, ow ing t changes
in tieir e-maiBaddresses. As none ofthose I did reach objctd o tismore traditional
way ofmaking our exchange avai Rb l, 1 am surmising ttatnone oftie otiers, if
reached,wou Ml hawe obpctd. H ard copies oftie re-com posed dia bgue can therefore be
bough t, atcostprice from tie Chaire H oover d"éthique économ ique etsociall, 3 Phce
Montsquieu, 1348 Louvain- B-Neu\e, davo@ets.ucllac.be., The txtcan alo be
down baded from BIEN"s web page (htip:ZAvww .econ.ucllac.be£tshienhien.htm B.
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O FENING

Sall Lernerand Art ur Corde l( Brner@w atsenA.uw akr bo.ca) to a l(16/54)
Our firstRuturew ork guest, Prokssor Phi Bppe Van Parip,w i Bpin us on
Monday, May 22, 1995 todiabgue w it Futurew ork subscribers foraw eek
aboutt e coneptofBASIC INCOME, and re ke d topics as tey arise .

PhiBppe Van Parif is a prokssor ofeconom icand sociaktic atte Facu ly of
Econom ic, Sodaland PolicallSciencs oftie Uninersi€ Cat ollque de Lounain
in Be Bium _H eisamemberofte Exeautine Comm itkee ofthe Basiclncon e
European Netw ork (BIEN) and editd te 1992 book , Arguing for Basic Income:
EticaHoundations for a radicallreform (Londoné New York,\£rso).

We tink tisisaxeryexdating experimentand are gratfu o Phi Bppe for
spendingte tme wit us.More inform ation abouth is ideas and intrest w il
folbw in post usingte Bad-in >FW guestE, sot atyou can begin tinking
overwhatyouwoull ke odisaussw it Phillppe.

Sall Lerner (Brmer@w asenA.uw atr bo.ca) © all(165)

Professor Phi Bppe Van Pari g, our firstFuturew ork guestforaw eek beginning
May 22,1995,has p hyed an im portantroll in stm u khting t e disaussion on
basicincome in Europe .H e he bed huna te Fena - knguage disaussion on
basicincom e by coordinating t e firstpub lcaton on te subpctin Fena (a
spedalissue ofLa Remue Nouwe W, Brusse B, ApriB1985) and furtered te
European debat by organizing te confrenc atwhid te Basiclncon e
European Netw ork w as founded (Louvain- B-Neu\e, Be Bium , Sepem ber
1986), editing it new s Bter from 1988 © 1994, and now being it seaetary.In
partofhis academ icw ork , Phi Bppe tried © promMde arigorous and com pe Hling
et icallcase for asubstantabasicincone, abovwe alin his book , RealFreedom
for AR what(ifanyting) can justfy capitallsm 2 whid is being pub Eshed
predse ¥ during te week of22 May [Oxford: The Chrendon Press, 1995,
repub Ished as an O xford Uni\ersity Press Paperback in 199 7]-

We asked Phillppe omake afw staement abouthow he sees basicincome in
connectionw it te future ofw ork .H e ofiers te folbw ing:

1. A basicincome isan income unconditiona ¥ grantd t alon an individua bbasis,
witioutmeans storwork requirement Depending on te variantconsidered, itcan
fa lsh ortof;, coincide with orexceed basicneeds, and itcan be added 1o, rep hee
allogether, or rep bee in parttie existing ransErs.

2. A basicincome is notmeanttkeep orease peop l outoftie hbour market, buton
te contrary to give far more peop I access 1o paid emp bymenttian is currenth the
case in Europe, by remoMng or atenuating tie unem p bymenttrap. In tis sense, basic
income is notopposed, butconducive © "“fu Memp byment'.

3. A basicincome is,however, aBo meanttomake iteasier for peop I 0 give up for a
time a partor aloftieir waged Rbour in order © getmore training or education or
devot themse Les o other unpaid actiMties. In tis sense itconstituts a "soft”’
tdinique ofworking-time reduction (in contrastto tie hard €chnique ofreducing the
statutory working week for ali.

4. A basicincome cannotunambiguous ¥ be expectd thaw a positive or negative
efecton tie wage Ine BitwiMmake itpossibl topay Mss for some intrinsicaly
attractive jabs, butw i Mim ake itnecessary 1o pay more for some intrinsicaly
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unatiractive jabs. In tis sense, itisanabgous © a generallem p bymentsubsidy, but
crucia ¥ difErs from itin being given directlh o tie (potntialhemp byee ratier tan
tteempbyer,and hence creating quit adiferentpower re htion with powerfu
dynamic im p Ications for wh atsortofw ork wiBMbecome or remain Mab .

I. MATTERS O FRRINCIALE
1.1. BASICINCOME AND TH E UNDESERMNG POOR

D asid Moody (davm @a Bcom ) o PP (225)

Inte USA,we continue ©bein te gripofte ecnturies-oll coneptofte
"undeservng poor”.This atitude continues © be abarrier © adoption ofe\en
tewe Haresysems akeady acceptab I ©oterindustrialkzed natons, mua
Iss te aceptance of'basicincome™.

Are attitudes w orrying aboutrew arding perccined s bt (or ot er pereptons
whia rendersizeab I e Iment ofour society undeservng) notimitd ote
USA, ordoes our ‘puritan*tndency setus apart?

PVPin rep ¥ t© Moody (225)

Yes, te "puritan” €ndency o disaim inat againstt e “undeservng' poor is
presentin Europe o and anobstacll ©te pohicalkasibi My of Bl . The
response mustinclide @ o strakgies:

(@) Bringing abouta gestaksw it : funding Bl d oes notam ountt e xtortng
partoft e fruitofte hard workers*w ork , butto distributing equa l¥ am ong
allte e Obe paid by tose whotke te greakstad\vantage ofresourcs
(natural€d nobgicalorganizatonalletc) owhid we are alequa ¥y
entthd .(On tis,see a bng string ofargum ent from Th om as Paine’s Agrarian
Jdistice in 1796 omy ReallFeedom for ABwhic ite Fincorporaks an expanded
\ersion ofmy articl "“Why surfers shoull be £d", Phibsophy & Pub lc Aflirs
1991)

(b) Making te (modes® basicincom e proposa Bpartofa po Boy pack age,

anot er can ponentofw hid w ou M consistin real enforang t e conditons
atiach ed o additionabenefit e g-oteinvolintari b unem p byed orte
disab Bd): one access © paid w ork is m ade easier © rough te avai hbi Hy of
an unconditiona lincom e base (whid peopl keepwhen tey work and whid
terefore enab Is tem aozpta bwernetw age or o ke greakr risk

t rough se IF or cooperatine em p bymen®,sud enforementis m ore realstc,
and allom ore acceptab K.

Toputitdifierentd and m ore brief¥: In response,w e need ©show (1) t atBl
is nota priv Bge butan im p Bcation ofbasicfairness in our economicw or i,
and (2) t atbasicincome w i lin ake itpossib B O restore abeter fithetw een
priv Bges and te conditonstowhich tey are Bgitmat ¥ subpced.

1.2. BASICINCOME AND TH ECOMMO NS



Gai IStw art(forw arded by Bob O Ben,bob.olBen@w estonia.con ) toall
(2255)

The folbw ing may be ofinerestio FW Estpartdpant: The Fandiise might
be deemed D constitue te primary incon ¢ ofalpartapant, consistng of
incon e from "“te conmons™ t atis aeakd by te mere exisence ofte

po licakntity ofte naton.ltcull be coneived as based in wh at in Canada,
was formerl te "hasicexem ption”and is tboday calld te "personalnon-
fundab I ax aedit”"whia has nexerbeen conccptwa ¥ imbued wit
substantine con m unity conext

Bob O Ben (Toronto, hob.oBen@w estonia.com ) on Gai ISew art(225)
Notheing an academ ic, and noth avng read anytingonte subpct | cone at
tis from adiferentangl .l tink t atwe need question te basic

assum ption ofour socialfeconom icsysem ;tie assum ption t att ose wh o
hawe Tt © (ow nership of) te nation’s asse® haw arigh tio t atwealh and
tepowertogovernower te restofus, t att atwealh confersupontem .

| am notsuggesting natona lzation ofasset or any Marxistagenda.l am

simp ¥ suggesting t atw e begin tinking in €rms oftie “incom e ofcom m ons*™
That forme,isanew phrase forwhatl hawe been ttying bsay fora bng time .
Maybe, IshouB read m ore books .Butnow t atlhawe amodem, | donth axe
tme ©read print

| persona ¥ e b atany disaussion on tis issue m ustbegin by questoning
te basicassum ptions aboutwhoow nsourwealh .H ave we albw ed ourse Les
thbecome serk in acorporak/fudakociety,inwhid te hnd tatwe farm,
te asset tatwe conmonl use ©sustain our con m unites,is ow ned by an
absente Lord IMng in some distantp bkce ?W h o ow ns Canada?W h o paid for
it?Whohas ttl ©it?Whogoverns it2Whoreaps te rew ards?

PVPin rep ¥ ©o Sew artand O Ben (225)

Yes,weshoull be tinking in €rms ofan "“incone from te conmons”.This is
exacth te "gestakswitw "lIhad inmind my rep ¥ © Moody, promMding one
bearsin mind tattisis noton¥ meant® coer t e \vallie ofnaturalresourcs
(or ofthe \ery unequa ¥ distributd opportunity exp bitand polie tem),
butalote vallie oftie tooll, infrasttucture, € a no bgy and organization
accum u lhed trough time (oroftie rent associakd wit te pbswhia

enab B peopl ©reap te benefit oftis accum u kton).

Bob O Ben (Toronto, bob.oBen@w estonia.com ) © PVP (245)

lam notfamiBarw it te expression.'gestalksw it .1 guess t att atm eans
gquestioning basicassum ptions.

My pointistattose whoholl €t ©m ostoft e nation’s asset are
conmonl assumed ohaw a_right ©oholl tth © t ose asse® .And © use or
dispense b ose assek as ey wish and ©dem and servas, sud as road, rai ll
and harbour servcs © fac Hak te ut katon oft ose asses.

Whereas,te conmons are notassumed ©haw arigh tibeducation, heal
care,chi B care, care for seniors because "W e cannotafford it

Ististekind ofting meantin "gestaksw it "?I be Bexe t atpub Ic
education m uststartby questoning assum ptons.

— 66—



PVPinrep ¥ © 0 Ben (265)

A "Gestalksw it " (sorry for tis barbaricexpression t atem igraked outof

Kih Br's so-calld Gestakpsyd obgy intom ore generaluse) is asudden pmp
intewayyouintrpretand henc percine adraw ing, forexam pll,ora
phenomenon.Onc youstop percivng te taxon te high earners as forab ¥
king from tem partofte \valle tey haw aeakd, and startperciuMng it
insktad as making tem predictab ¥ pay te £e teyshoull pay forte
extraordinary possibi lies m ade anai b I ot em by oursociety and economy,
you h ave undergone a Gestaksw it .

1.3. SUSTAINABILITY AND PARTICIPATION

Rod Dobe BM(Uninersity of Victoria, rdobe BBh sd.unic.ca) in com m enton
Stw art22.5.95

As al ays, Gai ISew artput issues ofgreatim portancc onte @b B.1h ope

t atby omorrow Iwillbe abl tomake avai b I t rough CSF

(Com m unications for a Sustainab | Future, FW @csf.cobradoedu) a
substanta ¥ rexised \ersion ofmy paper from Bbstsummer,w riten for te
NationalForum on Fam i ¥ Seaurity and avai Bb B in draftform t rough CSF,
whid has sexerale Imentinconmonw it te Canada Franchise noton Gaill
desaribes .H ermessage, as some may have nokd, contains an intrestng but
t ough €provoking (Freudian?d misprint-name ¥ inherreferenc o te
"personalinon-fundab I ax aedit,whid ker is correcty identified as te
non-refundab I ax aeditIfshe had dropped te ot er prefix, and Bftus
simpbwit arefundab I tax aedit I guesswe woull hawe te basis forabasic
incom e paid t rough aninkegratd xsysem .

My ol draftpaper argued, as Gai ldoes, for refram ing t e issue, m oMng aw ay
from aconcrn for institutions o supportt e m ainenanc ofustrew ards for
t ose parttdpating in te form alm ark e te conom y, and tow ard aconcrn for
teincomes ofdtizens partidpating in adem ocratcnation-stak, as

“shareh oBers™in t e natonallcon m ons .Butl t ink m ore ofacase can be m ade
forabasicincane,coup Id w it ecobgicaMax reform , noton ¥  assure

"efle ctine parttapation”, bute\en for te m ore insttum entalpurpose of
assuringamua betermarketm ore atiuned © te de\e bpmentof

sustainabi My .

In particu br--and part¥ in response © Keit H udsonaswe B-itseems tome a
basicincom e can be paid for in partt rough tax-transkr inegraton, and in
partt rough properecobgicalpriang generating rent o te adtizen-ow ners of
te resouras and ecobgicakystms onwhid m arketproduction aciMty rest .
Butlwoull be \ery intrestd know anyt ing m ore from our guestabout

w h atsors ofconclisions h ave been draw n aboutt e adequacy ofany
"affordab B basicincom e in aurrentdraum stancs as seen in te European
debat .(My paper allo now argues for m ore t orough -going intgration, for
exam p B dropping t e pub Ick-funded Ul saieme, and using te resources ©
enrich te Bl,whill Bavngittote marketto generak any necssary s emes
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for assuring incom e continuity for € ose w e lestab Ished in te form albbour
m ark e t)

The bigdirange from Ehstsummer’s paper © tis is dropping te w ork
requirementalloget er.Tony Ak inson, inhis disaussions ofa"partidpation
incom e en\sages, ifl understand correctl, broadening e lgibi Hy o inchlide
t ose in training, seeking w ork , or avai b | forw ork , butst Binsis® on
partdpaton.in te Ontarioe Bction debak,we hawe pstseen inttodudtion of
te wonderfu Bloxym oronicexpression "m and atory opportunity™ t ose
recinvng incom e supportwh orefuse o ke w ork offered w i llh axe benefit
atMy ol draftim agined exending t e notion ofsocialpartdpation ©

em brac volintary activMty and ot er acivity outide form alln arket
insttutons, butm ade refrence some track ing of 't fecine " social
contribution.The presentdraftfolbw s anargumentwhicd lowe © Bruc
Kennedy and, I suppose, European aut ors proposing abasicincome, in
dispensingw it any coneptofw ork requirementallogeter, and re ¥ing on
freer Bbour m arke® 1 €ase outappropriat w ork eflort And m aybe te

com m unitarian pressures em ph asized by Etioni and Se Bourne and allv i B
he b ©assure appropriak partidpation.Butare tese enough t assure a
suffidentresponse ©te "inentves” prob Im ?And indeed, does re lanc on
tis sortofm orakuasion atcom m unity Bve Hake us back ote realy
moralsticsetiing inwh ich allactinvity m ustbe com m unity appro\ed, and any
dewvation from strictconwenton is round ¥ condem ned, u lim ae ¥ Bading ©
sanctions ke efectine w it draw allofhenefit t rough conm unity, rat er t an
bureaucratic, jstc ?

Sotesewoull be te woquestonsonwhid Iwoull \erymud we lbone
any furt er t ough € from our guest any aurrentansensus on t e adequacy of
te'modest'basicincon e t atm igh the supportab I (as a perentage of
aserage industria karnings, forexam p );and any aczped responses o te
prob Im ofinadequat inent\es © appropriat com m unity contributon in
face ofan assured minimum income .And,come O tink ofitany jpdgement
onte prob Ims ofinequities generakd by paying basicincom es ©indindual
rater tan fami Bes?W h ataboutdependen®?

Thisswitd ontosome med anicalissues shou Bn*tsw ing us too far from Gaill
Sew arts m ain pointhowexer_.The em phasis onte conmon intrestofalin
assuring te efectine partadpation--hacked by eflecline purd asing pow er--of
allatizensissure b one tatcoull drange fundamental te way te debat
aboutte roll ofgonernment genera®, and in socialipo gy in partau b, is
st

Thanks toalHor te intrestng ideas so far.

PVPinrep ¥ oD obe l(235)

| agree on tax aedit and te conmons (see my earler rep ¥ © Stew arti

O Ben) and t atindirecttaxes, in partau lbr (for t e reasons you sk et )
ecobgicaMaxes, m ustbe brough tintot e picure (see bebw my rep ¥ ©O0 Een
¢t Knop).

1. ADEQUACY AND AHORDABILUTY.The sortofproposalor a partabasic
incom e t atis being disaussed in Europe osa lkes betw een 10 and 20% of
GNPper capita: affordab I butclar¥ inadequat, as tisis farbe bw te
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pozerty Ene .l be Bexe t atone shoull be ab I ©omowe pretly quick ¥ ow ards
40% ofGNPper capita, i £ .aboutt e B\e Bofte guaranted incane fora
singl adu Ebutt atitis nexert e Bss wise © focus (and gett e can putrs
going) on te more modestproposal.Lets dote basicp bim bing first and
smoot ¥ inaease te fbw her.Shallwe enerreach "adequacy™?W h atis
adequat forsome in some p bhce atsome age in some draum stancs need not
be adequat forotersin oter phces atdifierentp hees in diferent

araum stanas . The ob pctine, I be Bene,shou Bl notbe an "adequat™basic
income,butte highestsustainab B one .H ow cou B one sensib ¥ ask for m ore ?
(Idexe bp tis aikrionin d aper 2 ofmy RealFeedom for A W)

2.W ILLINGNESS-TO-W ORK CONDITION .l am sym pat eticto Tony
Atinson’s "partidpation income™ as aclh\er tacicallm o\ne .(No®€ t att ¢
partdpation condittonhe mentonsis actua ¥ broader t anyoum ake it-

bok ing afer young i Bren ore Ber ¥ re lktines, w ork ing for a\o lintary
organizatonw oul alloqualy you - and henc chbser 1 your ow n proposal)
Oncinphe (atamodestive B, peopBwoull realkze itwoull be aPare

im pronem ent(som e gain, no one bses) ©saap te conditiona My: itass

m ore 10 pay te contolrs t an o pay benefit o te handfu Bloftrue id Brs
teir pb consist in catd ing,whil botering use Bss ¥ countllss h onest
contributors .My ow n tacticalprefrenc,h ow e\er, consis® in t e con bination
ofgestalksw it and m ore serious condition-enfoream entfor ot er benefit (see
my Rep ¥ ©© Moody).

3.DEPENDENTS.One can tink ofintgrating basicincome and a i B-re hed
albwv anas and tax prowusions, and m any h axe proposed i€t My ow n \ew is
tatitiswiseratte firststage Okeep tings separak, so as notto arouse

irre Inantob pctions conneced o te difkrentalreatn entofa i Bren
dependingon teir rank and age typical presentin aurrenta i B benefit
sysems.

Mike Gurstin (gurstin@un.org) © PVP (245)

The Guaranted Incom e approad is,as w as disaussed sexeralln ont s ago on
tis Bt \ery atiractine from asocialipo oy perspedctine . The prob Im wit itis
It "policalaczpbiMywhia iswhy itentred inoten receded from te
nationalagendain Canadain te mid-sexenties.The prob Im is ¢ atitis ofen
presentd as asubsttut forwe Fare in envronmens where te policaMoras
aren*t bok ing for substituts tey are boking for correctives--henc te aurrent
po licalagendas in te USand Canadain tese areas .My t ough tis t att e
Glshoull be seen as partoft e core sttudure in de\e bping fram ew orks of
sustainab I e hoods whia in twrnare Inked ©envronmentalnotons of
sustainab B envronm ent . Link ing Gl (as ustfied by Gai ISew arts approad
ofdinvdends from acom m on patimony)w it e lhoods whiad contibute ©
bnger €rm envronm entakustinabi y and are tem se Les configured t be
sustainab B m ay be aw ay ofreposittoning Gl and m ake itm ore polica W
pakhtab I atBasttosome.

Coinaddentw it tis disaussion, I'm justfinishing adraftofa paper on re ked
subpcts as back ground anew pb Iwillbe undertking quit soon .Ifanyone
isinktrestd emai Ime atmy officec address (Qurstin@un.org) and lwoull be
p Based o forw ard it you in return foryou conment.
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The paper isenttdd "Com posit Incon es, Sustainab I Line bh oods and t e
Notion ofSustainab I De\e bpm ent'and draw s from researd |did in rurall
Canadase\eralyears agoas filkered t rough te reentdisaussions ontis It
amongoters.

PVPin rep ¥ ©o Gurstin (265)

Yes, lallobe Blexe t atonnecting basicincome w it te conditons ofa
sustainab B economy w oull greath contribue it policabeasibi Hy.There
are womain (bgical® independentbutm utua ¥ consisent w ays ofdoing so:
(@) conzine of Bl as astrak gy for approxim ating fu lem p bym ent(a Ikt ose

w ishing © find a paid pb can find one) w it outre ¥ing onahigh rat of
outputgrow t (tisis notjstbecause te prindp Id uncoup Ing ofbenefit
from grow © and contribution o grow t eflected by Blw oull turn some
innvolintary unem p bym entintoxolintary unem p bymentbutalobecause it
woull constitue asoftem p bymen€sh aring £d nique (in conttasto t e h ard
td nique ofreduang te maximum working w eek);

(b) fund am apr partofBl by taxing resourc use and contribution © po liton
(be itin arough w ay): Bl and ecotaxes are naturallcon pIment, as te use of
ecotaxes ©fund aBlhe bsmake te formersocaly acceptab I by

o\ercom pensating te modestusers/poliers (Who€nd tobe te poorer) and
under-com pensating te heaw ones (who®nd ©be ridier).

1.4. BASICINCOME,DOMESTICWORK AND TH EIDLEDUMB

LisaD . Brush (Uninersity of Pitsburgh , LBRUSH @wn s.ds.pittedu) ©© PVP
(245)

lam \eryintrestd in te way PVP(and ot ers) presentt e ideaofaBasic
Incon e as ashare oftte surplis Inked tbsome type of ‘partidpation™ t atis
notnecssari ¥ "produdive” ofsaid surplbis_And I'm friend ¥ ©te idea,
generaly .

Infact | ke itespedally because itseem s O creat an opportunity © valie
humanadiMty oter t anw aged Bboras entralho t e organization of
personalland sociallk . This is particu kr ¥ im portantin a period where

"pb Bssness™-- refusalland bk ofopportwunity osubmito te disap Ines of
wage s nery --is Mewed by re htine ¥ Bberaltinkers as e aurse ofgh etio
and naton allke . Thatis, | tink we can (m aybe) begin o rebutt e misp heed
emphasisontework etic(and perhaps te fami ¥ et ic 1©07) t rough
someting ke aBasiclncome .

Butitseemswe are swimming \ery mud againstte tide,especdal¥in te
Unitd Staks,where waged w ork is considered te panacafore\eryting
from personalert My irresponsibi ly (formen and w omen alke) © drug
abuse o detrioriating qua ity of e m ore genera ¥y .

Theissue is notpstte "undeservng poor"butte "id B dumb™ (O coin a
phrase)whoare te buttoft e neo-Mah usian po Hics ofour time . The tide
againstwhic we are swimming,more spedfical¥,is asttong tide ofneo-
SodaDarw inism ,whia prochims (eiterini®hi®ad \ersions orin it m ore
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aass eugenic\ersions): "getw it te program ordie,butdon*texpectme e
or Jan tax-paying dtizen]tosubsidize eiter.

I realze tis sounds \ery stark ,butitisallol tink te way t rough .Th atis,
instad ofte polics ofresentment(which wilorpedoany efforts oewen get
aBasiclncan e -- or aNegative Incan e Tax, or any program ofsocialpromsion
ease whak\er ransitonw e seem he making intote "post'era-- ontote
pronerbiallagenda), w e h ave © figure outsome ot erw ay ©m obi lze peopll
exeraze some collctine dem ocraticcontro Bover t e conditions ofour hes.
Too abstract; I k now , and notreal a Question for our guest Perhaps | migh €
ask : Do proposall for Bl address te issues conerning te caisis ofsocial
reproduction t atcllar ¥ accon panies t e d anging means and re lktons of
production?Can som eone exp hin oa®m inist(fam i lar forexamp B w it
argum ent forw ages forh ousew ork)how te pollcy debak (iftere realW is
one) aboutBl addresses t e sexualdinsion of Bhorand te bargain betw een
women and te stak re: raising Htl dtizens?My sense is tatsome ofte
resistanc 1 Bl proposall (and © LETSor TIME DOLLARS or ot er proposal
forvaliing te "caring”w ork t ath as tradittona ¥ been assigned tow om en
and oter peopl wit second-chss dtizen status)has odow it our collci\e
fai bire o address some oft ese issues ofgender, rac, and te polic of
resentment Any conment -- from our guest, or from oters birking--woull
be m ostappredatd .

Yours in sttugg I --

PVPin rep ¥ ©o Brush (24.5.95)

1.INDEFENCE OFT EIDLE DUMB.My m ain tac , in t is connection is
again te duaktatgy gestalksw ith / serious enforem entofoonditonal
benefit t atsupp Imentte Bl.In additon, a pointw ort em phasizing on
occxsionistatte dumbwhoiswvolintari¥ idl (and henc "undeservng™)
and te cherwhoisnot(and henc "desermMng™ may h ave exactlh te same
atitude tow ards w ork and Bisure . The diferenc need notsem from abasic
m otivationa ldiferenc,butsimp ¥ from te factt atte pbs te cherkeenly
accept are notanaiBb B Ote dumb,whill te busy pbs te dumb refuses ©
considerw oull allobe wrned dow n by te clner. W h atfairness requires is

t atte option oftte dumb shoull be expanded as mua as possib I by Hting
tebasicincome it maximakustainab I INe L[lsimpHy here, by
abstracting from te spedaknttiment ofte "abnorm all dumb™ see d aper
3("Undominatd Dinersity”™) ofmy ReallFreedom for ARO U P, 1995]
2.BASIC INCOME VERSUSH OUSEW ORK W AGE.They hawe in conm on t at
tey gine aminimum am ountoffinancallautonomy ot e peopl whoch ose ©
stay ath om e for ash ortor bnger period,e g.1 bok afer young di Bren .But
tey audall difkr from one anoter in tree respeds (tisis sttong ¥ inspired
by te Itallan socio bgistCh iara Saraceno, wh o argued abng tese Enesin
favour of Bl ata Trade Union organized conferenc in Rom e in 19 88):

1.The housew ork wage aeatks (ordeepens) te househ ol rap: ifyou geta
pb,youdonton¥ hawe ostartpaying for ai B care etc.butare sanctioned by
te bss ofyour benefit

2.A w age forhousew ork paid for by te stat wrns you into aadwu kenant,
whosework mustbe somehow conttold (how unfairitw oull be o gine te
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same w age ot ose whodoaconsaentous pb — nodustformore tana
week,nowetnappy formore tan 10 minuts — and t ose whomess about!).
A squad ofh ouseh ol inspectors w ou l be urgentld required .

3.A wage forhousew ork woull contribute 1 freezing te dinision ofgender
rolls: ifyou are paid for t e h ousew ork (howexer poor¥),why shoull your

w orking partner be expected odohis share ?

None oftiese fataldefects afects BI.On te oterhand, predse ¥ because of
i being unconditiona B Bl cannotunam biguous ¥ be seen as a recognition of
tealie ofh ousew ork .Buttenshoull teidealbe tatenery\aliabll ting
we doshoull be sociall recognized by a payment?

ExaD urant(EvaD urant@m ai | ostm ccacuk ) in response © PVP on Brush
(2455)

Jdistasm alpointm ostpeop l are notin t e position © ch oose ..notherein te
UK.Whia means, t atBlwillon¥ make te diferenc ifsomehow achieved,
iTtere are com p Im entary updating offu ltim e nurseries/ saoool W hia
brings te question, | suppose you picture te Ingt ofw orking h ours/w eek
shorened ...

PVPin rep ¥ ©o D urant(245)

Being in a positton © a1 oose is ofcourse am atker ofdegree . The higherte
basicincome, te greakrte doic,inclidingte doie baczpt for
exam p I, a bw -paid high-training-conentjpb, and te a oic © pay for
pub Ick or privae ¥ provded ai Bl care .Exen am odesthasicincome cou B
contribue ©te costofa il care,and sohe bwomen wit apoorearning
pow er outoftie househ ol trap, whereas by definiton ah ousew if's w age
cou M notThisis adeasive diference .

Martin Ch adw ik (Blie Mountains, Australla, bm B@peg.apcorg) o PVP
(255)

I'm \ery mua appredating your postingsote FN Bstand te ideas you are
presenting are givng rise ©om ud intrestng disaussion am ongstmy friends
in Australla (B lie Mountains).One sm allkem anticquibb B - te use ofthe
word ‘dumb*has falln outoffanour in Austtallaand te USin it meaning of
‘unine Bgent._Thishas beenas aresu kofeflors from te deafcomm unity,
where te €rm ‘deafand dum b*used for m any years for profound deafness
had pejpratine connotations .Unfortunat ¥, tishas meantte bss ofauseful
simpBlwordin Englsh vocabu hry .

H ope youdon*tm ind my nitpicking, butitm ay prexentaitdsm in future,

PVPinrep b o Chadw ik (2654)

| apo bgize aboutm y inappropriat use ofte w ord "dum b"_.Butsine | am not
on ¥ non-Am erican-or-Australlan butallo nota natine Eng Ish speaker, and
sine moreoner Iwas onl &k ing o\er an expression used in te queston put
tome,lam sure youw i Beasi ¥ forgine me .Buth ow exer bose one can
Bgitmat ¥ be when tinking toget er inform al¥ aboutan issue, | fu ¥ sh are
your concrnw it te use ofsensitinve €rms when itis am ater ofprom oting
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anideain publcdebat .One canki BMabri Mantideafora bngtmesimp ¥ by
pac aging in aw ay t atsome m ay find \ery ofknsie.

1.5. BASICINCOME AND TH EIMPORTANCE O FW O RK

Ran Ide, forw arded by Arth ur Corde l(acorde B@churk .dgim .d oc.ca), o PVVP
(255)

| am passing abng a commentonbasicincone from my colague, Ran Ide,
whohasnoInktrnetmnnedion.H e noeks:

"Bl is an option and, | agree, tatitmustbe putforward when we come t so bitions (O
te question oftie future ofwork.) My own prejudice re ltes o abe left atoutide of
te basicneeds for food, cbtiing and she ler mostpeop B crave recognition, an
experience ofsuccess and security. Itis tie Bstone, ie., security, tatifitisnotmet
ofen persuades otierw ise rationallindiMdua B o puttieir trustin so-calld ‘strong”
men atte expense ofteir freedom .

"The firsttw o (recognition and experience ofsuccess) hawe been a partofte
requirement for Phto's "fu Mand satisfying B€" since tie dawn ofwestrn civi lzation
and I don"tsee how these can be adequat ¥ reallzed (with Bl)in an age of Risure by te
majority ofpeop B un lssa conp le ¥ new setofvalies are substitutd.”

Ran's Mew istattereis mud work tatneeds ohe done in society
(enmMronment medicallcare,e Ber¥,etc) and tismay notbe done wit aBl.
So, argues Ran, why notdistribu® income whill geting m ud needed w ork
done .And,more im portant te t o personalneeds: t e need for recognition
and te need for a ke Ing ofsucxess canbe metduring te proess ofw ork .

PVPinrep ¥ oRan Ide and Art ur Corde l(26/5)

Ofte tree aavngs you menton - recognition, experienc ofsuoxss and
seaurity -,te tird one is ofcourse meanttobe fu i Md by aBl farbeter t an
by w ork in presentdraum stances .Butas far as te firsttw o are concrned, Bl
by ite Fisrater powerlss .H owe\er, te speaficaim ofBl (onte

back ground ofexisting guaranted minim um income sdieme)is nott inaease
te confortofte id Brs.ltis rater oseaure access omeaningfulv ork tall
(inskead oftrapping tem outofw ork as te aurrentw e Hare sysem does or of
trapping tem inmeaning Bss w ork as aw ork fare sysem ofsubsidized pbs
woull).H enc,Blisnotatalinimicalio te concern oft ose whobe Be\e in
teimportance ofw ork for te sake ofsociallre cognition or t e experienc of
suaess,e\en tough itw oull allo bosen te insttutonabegem ony ofa
patern ofexisenc geared 0 afu ltme Kke- bng career.

1. ISSUES O FFUND ING
2.1. BASICINCOME AND MONETARY REFORM
RobertRosenstin (rober@sh adow .ne® © PVP (225)

H awe you or your organization (BIEN) gixen any consideraton o te
m onetary aspects ofbasicincome .Itw oull seem t atte presentm onetary
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sysem ,whia ispredicakd onte exisenc ofafinie an ountofm oney, m ost
ofwhia isprivae ¥ he B,woulll nothe adequat © putyour phnintoefect,
Itdoes notseem possib I © atte am ountofm oney t atw oul be required

cou B be contained by taxation, whic atte presenttimeishard ¥ adequat ©
pay auv kernvca em p byees,socialland ot er desirab I programs .

A o, atte presenttime, money’s prim ary reason for being—as amedium pf
exad ange and atoolMor im p Imenting propct —h as been augm entd by givng
itte status ofaconmodity —arem ark ab | status considering it fidudary
origint Money as aconm odity w ou ll seem ©be inimicakoyour phnunlissit
were adequat b taxed (wheter in use ornof)and te an ountt atawull be

he M privae b weresexere ¥ Imied.

PVPinrep ¥ b Rosenskin (225)

Yes,some peopBwitin BIEN hawe ginen consideraton 1 t e connection
betw een teinttoduction ofabasicincome and some deep m onetary reform .
As you are nodoubtparth aw are of, tishassome deep historicallroot, in
partcu brin te SodalCreditMovwem entofMapr Doug ks in te UK and
Canada (W aler Van Trier, atAntw erp Uninersity,has ustoom p Ied a

sp Indid ¥ researcied tesis partofwhid deallwit tismowement Everyone
aKing!, Kat oleke Uninersititleunen: Faku EitPo kieke en Sodal

W etnsa appen, 1995) and in t e Mouwem entfrancais pour BAbondanc
founded in te 19305 by aformer Fend miniser &cgues Duboin and carried
forw ard by his daugh € r Marie- Louise Duboin, a ph ysidstatParis Uniersity
and BIEN mem ber (address: La Grande Re B\e, BP 108, 78110 Le \ésinet,
Franc, Marie- Louise DUBO IN@c 1p ips Hir).

My ow n Mew is bt attereis agreatneed o reform te monetary sysem in
order o dam pen specu lktine m onem ent, and allo an urgentneed 1 organize
inernatona® in order om ake am ore efedi\e taxation ofcapitalincon e
possib B, butt ese are notnecssary conditons for introdudng abasicincom e
atamodesthwel

RobertRosenstin (robert@sh adow .ne® in rep ¥ © PP (235)

Thank you forte rep ¥ tomy question conerning te m onetary sysem .Your
rep Bles © Keit H udsonand Dawvd Moody alloinchlided som e ofyour
toughtontemonetary prob Im .l1am notfu W in agreementand Iwill
folbw upontesubpctherinte week.

dbad im Knop (Coln County Community Co lkge,

zs Kk nop@express.cooad.edu) in response © PP on Rosenstin (22.5.95)
Professor \an Parip answ ered RobertRosens®in’s queston in an inernatonal
conextInadomesticoonkext I did some researdt afw years agoon te efect
ofincan e distributton on t e dem and for m oney .Ifyou use taxaton for
finandng te basicincone (wWhid youmustdoin some w ay - printng m ore
money w i linotcd ange te outputoft e economy as far as goods and servics
are conerned), ten te demand formoney w i lactua ¥ decaease (predictab ¥
-may be - tisis aneconomist perspectine, ce€ris paribus).

The reasonis as folbw s: RobertRosenstin akeady distinguished betveen te
transaction dem and for m oney (m edium ofexd ange), and t e precautonary
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and specu ltine dem and for m oney . The precautionary dem and for m oney
depends on peoplsincone -- on¥ peopl wit are htine ¥ high income can
afford oholl krge money babnas.

Tt ose peopB were taxed more,teincone ten distributd wit te basic
incone, te basicincome readpient w oull use te money as amedium of
exd ange (fransaction m oney).Transaction m oney, as can pared ©
precautionary m oney,has ahigher\e bcty (\e bcity meaning t att e m oney
is wrned onermore ofenin teeconomy -- yougette money,spend it
somebody e e get e money,spends itagain, etc)

W it taxation as a finanang \ehicll for t e basicincone lw oull expectt e
am ountofm oney needed b decaease.

Bob O Ben (Toronto, bob.olBen@w estonia.com ) in reaction o RosensEin
(2255)

Itismy understanding t atm oney is aeatd .Apparenth t e Bank of Canada
used tocreak te money in Canada, and now m oney aeation in Canadah as
been privatized . The banks doitnow . TH ATSwhy we are in debtl The Bank of
Canadacreaktd a train bad ofm oney during W W Il.Doitagain! | am notsure
tatwe are Initd afinit an ountofm oney . The Banks and t e Bay St
specu htors wou ll ke us Obhe lene t at

Dbad im Knop (Colin County Community Co lkge,

zs Kk nop@express.cooad.edu) in reaction © O Ben on Rosenstin (225)
Mostm oney is ceatd by te banking sysem in de\e bped economies.The
cntabank on¥ supp Bes te monetary base = aurrency in drau khtion and
resenes deposited att e eantralbank .

The banks aeat m ostm oney by making bans - tey haw alaysworked tis
way,because tatshow tey make aprofit The ecnttalbank deades wh at
perentage ofdeposit a privat bank mustkeep in reseres (cash in teirvaulk
ordepositatentralbank), calld te REQUIRED RESERME RATIO, te rest
tey can ban out

Tt e required resene ratio is sethy te eanttabank atl0%, te bank can ban
outBO0ofaH00depositIftie BOisredeposiktd atbe bank, tey can ban
outanoter 81.And soon.Thisis calld te money mu lip Ber_The m oney
mu Bip Ber is 1/required reser\e raio.The money mu lip Berw oul be 10inmy
exam p B.Som ostm oney is aeatd by te banking sysem ,butte enttabank
has a btofoontro Bo\er ithy danging te required resene ratio or d anging
te monetary base .

| don*tagree tatte banking sysem is te reason for us be in debt(we W
from a practicalpointof\vew itis,w it outbanks tere woull be nodebt |
guess).The prob Im ismorein te distibuton ofincome and in e income

t ataccrues © prenvious ¥ accum u lked wealb _Debtis nota one-sided affair --
foralte debtors tere are alocreditors. Take te USgovernmentdebt-- itis
owed by te USdtizens,butitis alom osth ow ned by (afw ) USdtizens.So
teinkrestpayment onte USdebtonsttue aredistributon ofincom e from
te generabax-payertote re hine Yweabhy.Theonbwaylsee osole tis
is © getaw ay from regressine taxes (salls tax,etc) and o hawe am ore
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aggressine income tax (higherbradet, Bss exauses or deductions) .Butlm
open for ot er suggestons.

I hope I'm nottoo patronizing w it tismoney and banking swff.Ifso, Btme
know .

PVPinrep ¥ ©0 Ben and Knop (2354),

lam hard ¥ aspedalstineiterefectine dem and teory or in m onetary
econom ics,butin te Bghtifwhatlhawe read,heard and (tink 1haw)
understood on tese subpats | hawe acquired te convction t atitw ou ll be
si I} O propose finanang abasicincom e  any significantexentby eiter

m oney caeation or defiatspending.Sustainabi Hy m ustbe acentrallconcern,
and we mustt erefore refrain from boosting eit er perm anentinflktonary
pressures orte weigh tofte pub BcdebtH enc any p husib B basicincom e
proposaln usttake te form ofababknaed pad age ofdi anges in te sttudure
and B\e B ofbenefit, taxes and sociakeaurity contributons.

Rosens®in (robertr@sh adow .net) © PVP (25/5)

FHrstofalla t ank you for pining us-Muad oft e inform ation you gawe and
some oftie diferentperspectives t atyou are using in ad wocating and

atem pting ©initak te ideaofaBasiclncone were new (atlasttome)and
wilgihe some ofus muad ©tink about

WhatfolbvsisaconmentA rep ¥ is notnecssary.

As I mentoned in a premMous post lam main ¥ concerned wit te monetary
aspect.lam ,forte moment firm ¥ convinced t atour presentm onetary
sysem ,whiad isbased ona Emitd an ountofm oney in drau ktion, and on t e
colction oftaxes and fes,w i Hnexerbe ab I - exenin teory - Osupporta
Basic or Guaranted Annuallincome scheme .

The basicreason is t att e avai hbi iy offunds o pay teincomes wi llal ays
be Imitd by te amount oftaxes colced ...whid willal ays be Imitd by
te e lofempbyment._.whose contribution w i llgo up and dow n acocording
te e lofw ages.

A Boft e suggestionsmade during te week for te funding ofexen am odest
Basiclncom e are \ariatonson te teme ofrobbing P €r © pay Pau LBe cause
oft e extraordinary expenditures (paid for by taxation) ofsupporting te auvl
servia,te milary,and te many oter programs, our presentsysem will
all ays be dependenton by wh atis ofen refrred t as aButer or Bom bs
situaton.

Exenifwe were ab I 1o proper ¥ taxbusinesses,whia isnot\ery ke, we
are st lldealingw it aPetr/Pau kituaton: arenaming and redirecting oft e
sam e basicfunds.

Our monetary sysem is aninwenton t ath as been d anged o\er te years for
te conenienc oftt ose whoconttolitItis, for te maprity ofte peopllin
teworl,afaildsysem .Ifwe are exeroadiiene aworBinwhia tereisa
minim um ofsufering and am axim um ofprosperity for exeryone, noton ¥
willte monetary sysem haw tociange,butsowilite rulls as it contto
aeation, and te distribution ofit aurrency .

ITI may use an ana bgy from your ow n rem arks: you (BIEN) are \ery m ud in
tesame position as t e patrioicatizen of B Bium who,whill byal¥
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working ©im prone maters witinhis country,is alow orking oexentua ¥
swit algiane and make agrander sionareallty .Whill youand BIEN,
allohaw bwork witinyour bcakysems,youmust attesame ime, |

be Bene,w ork ©bring aboutfundam entalld anges in governmentand ten in
teeconomicand monetary sysems There are nohistoricallireasons o suggest
t atany ofour gonernment w i Einatura ¥ exolle ©dow h atis necessary or be
whatwe wanttem tohe.Toachiexe yourgoall,youhaw he po Hcal

You yourse Fobsened, ™t ere is aheaw didactictask ahead for academ ics,
purnabt, adivst,etc.omake peopll ..aw are t atBlis not(just) te pet
ideaofabunad ofaanks,butacentalk Imentin te figh tagainstpo\erty and
unem p byment.”

Agreed .Yours is notan academ icexerdse butareallw or B sttugg l .Itis not
enough t justmake te peopll "aw are’.Youhaw tobring tem intote
struggl, and t atmeans being po lical

PVPin rep ¥ b Rosenskin (255)

1.1 €nd agree t atourw or Bw ide m onetary insttutons need care fu land
uncon\entiona lt ough tButl fai Mo see t e narrow connedion some peopl
hawe seen betw een Bl and m onetary reform . Taxes (Wheter onincome oron
consum ption), I be Be\e, promMde te means by whid amarke€based society
can a anne lkom e purad asing pow er © alinstad of Bavng ittbot ose wh o
hawe someting,in proporton owhatt ey manage tose B.And alk ough |
cansee te worrying Imit im posed on natona Haxaton by t e transnatonall
m obi My oft e taxbase, | don*the Be\e t atm oney aeatonw oull be awvab i
akrnati\e.

2.Bldonotbe Bexe t atte mostefectine form our po Hicallaction cou B ke
is © atofasing B-issue party,some m odern variantofasocialaeditparty ™.
Butl fu ¥ agree, ofcourse t ata Bl w i Erequire reso e po lica lacton, and
not ing inwh atl said, 1 h ope, sugges&d t atl did not

2.2. BASIC INCOME AND TAXATION

Keit H udson (Bat ,Englnd, k .h udson@aunte.bbancorg.uk ) in reaction
Knop (235)

Whenyouw rie:

>Soteintrestpayment onte USdebtonsttue aredistribution of>incam e
from te generalax-payerote re hine bweabky.The onk

>way | see ©solle tisis O getaw ay from regressine taxes (salls

>tax, etc) and hawe amore aggressine incane ax (higherbradet,

> Iss exauses or deductions) .

| agree w it te firstpartbutnotte second .l don'tt ink its going © be

po kHica ¥ possib B for any gonernmentto adiie\e a fairer and m ore
redistributine axsysem in te coming years, ifon ¥ because m any
government® in advancd countries hawe failld ©dotisin te pastew
decades,exen tough teywoull ke odosoin prindp I .Because oftis (as
I\e ofen w ritkn in tis List), tose whow oull stand t© benefitfrom
redistribution, know ing t attey are un ke b ener o getit are inaeasing ¥
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disinclined o ok . Thus gonernment (ofahh ostwh ak\er po Hcal
persuasion) are €nding o reflcttie \iew s ofte beter-offrat er t an
enxerybody .And tis fature (as I\e aloofen w riten on tis Lisfis te deat
kne Mofte u lim ak demise ofgonernment aswe know tem today.

PVPin furterrep ¥ © Knop (235)

| ©ink one shoul h awe no fixation on a progressine income tax.W it abasic
income in phc (and temore so, tehigherte basicincane), tere is not ing
reactionary aboutaonsidering proportona lincan e taxation (as in A B.
Atkinsoninhis Publc Economicsin Action. The Basic Income /FhtTax Proposa i}
OUP1995) orindeed aregressine incan e tax (as in IMeade, Liberty, Equality,
Efficiency, Macm i lhn, 199 3) . Letus notforgett att e aurrenttax/benefit
schedulls are extreme W regressinein te bwerbradet (wit eflecti\e raks of
100% or m ore ofbenefitw it draw allas earnings rise from zero).ltm ay w e lbe
te case tatte highestsustainab B basicincom e requires regressine incom e
taxation, or quit concinab ¥ indirectrat er t an dire cttaxation.

Keit H udson (Bat ,Engbnd, k .h udson@BBCNC.OR G.UK) ©o PP (225)
Itis said —com paring te Englsh wit te Continentall —t atyou are m ore
bgicalland perh aps m ore \sionary, tan us, whereas w e are m ore pragm atic
w it ournoses firm Wk glied ©te sordid detai I oftoday and tom orrow rater
tante future .So, ©keep te form, lwiMask apracicaljueston.

H ow is aBasiclncom e going o be paid for?l be Bexe t atsom e form of Basic—
and mud more egaMarian —Income for A B i lbe desirab Bifwe are © create
adecntand stab B society in te decades tbcome .Whathotersmeiswheter
government willbe ab I oafford te cost —e\en ofapartakademe —
because te trends appear o bhe m oMng strong ¥ againstt e possibi Hy .

Bob O Ben (Toronto, bhob.oBen@w estonia.com ) in conmenton H udson
(2255)

The Canadian gonernment lam sure, can afford te cost

The Canadian governm enth as an operating surp lis, 1 be Be\e ..

1.The money saxed on aurrentincom e supportprogram s w ou ll be used in a
new program .

2.Inaeased spending by indiMdualwoull Bad ©inaeased earnings and
inareased taxes .

3.The Canadian debtis caused by borrow ing © pay inerestiote banks,who
aeak money © Ind ©te governmentso t att e gonernmentan pay
inkreston te money ithorrow s from te banks.The Bank of Canada used ©
aeak te money needed by te gonernment Money aeation, in Canada, h as
been privatized .Instad ofthe Bank of Canada,which is owned by te
governmentearning inkreston te money itInds bote gonernment te
prinvak banks now "earn”intreston te money tattey aecat forte
gonernment

The money is tere!

PVPinrep ¥ ©oH udson and O Ben (225)
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H ow isa(modes® Bl going © be paid for?Th rough acom binaton ofte
folbw ing: reduction ofalExisting socialrans®rs by t e am ountofte basic
incom e ;saapping ofm osttax albw ancs ;ad justing som ew h att e raks of
personalincaom e tax and/or ot er form s oftaxation (VA T,energy, CO2,etc).
As bngas we are talling abouta\ery m odestBI of, say, £ 200 per m ont
(whid woull note\en rep b te existing guaranted income, Btabne te
wholl socakeaurity sysem), te staticim pacton te distribution ofnet
incom es and m arginalax raks cou B be kept\ery small(For te UK, see

H ermione Parker’s Instad ofte Doll, Routldge 1989, and A B_.A€&inson%
Pub lc Economics in Action, OUP 1995, for usefu ldiscussions )

Keit H udson (Bat ,Englnd, k .h udson@BBCNC.OR G.UK) © PVVP (235)

| cannothe b e Ing t att e ideaofaBasiclncon e for al(using existing
offidalm oney)is t e policoeconomicequinalintoft e perpetwa lim otion
madiine.lwoull dear¥ bwe see actua Higures oshow te netefRcs onte
personalincom es oft ose atw ork .

| was one approad ed by anengineerwhochimed ©hawe innentd an
allogeter rexoliionary type ofgearbox and needed funds ofwhid Ihad a
crtain am ountatmy disposallAs achem istby training, lw asn*tab I © pdge
sol consu Bed expertengineerswho®l me tattey were unab I ©©see any
faukw it tedrawings.They adwused me,howe\er, ©ask teinwentor ©
make amode Rl did so--exen ofiering © pay forte mode lifl cou B a oose te
mode Im & er--butl didn*thear from him again.

ITt e neteflectofe\en apartalBasicincone foralwere hdecease te Bke-
home pay ofte average w orking ax-payer (and, I suspect, t atofthe w orker
whodoesn'tyetreach taxtresholl) ten I'm afraid t attisw oull be

po Hica ¥ im possib B oad iexe .Mostadu k are prepared ©om ake sacrifies
for teir nearestand dearest and e\en perh aps for t ose wh o are partoftieir
bcallcon m unity, butl cannotsee tem prepared toshare m ore t an trivvall
am ount (e g.donations o ch arities) for t e sake ofdistantand unk now n
peopBhoweverworty te cause.

Ihawe nexer yetseen a com prehensive setoffigures (aw orking m ode § ©©
show te neteflects of BssicIncom e on alincom es.l am anxious ©h awe sigh t
ofsuad .Untlldosolmustremain septcal

PVPin rep ¥ ©oH udson (245)

You are in B : your country is predse ¥ te oneinwhid te mostserious
atem pthas been made O answ er m any \ariant oft e queston you raise .See
tebooks by Parkerand Akinsonre®rred ©in pointl ofmy firstrep ¥ ©©you
and reentissues oftte Bu ltin oft e London-based Citizen’s Incom e Study
Centre (fax: 71-95557453; Fax: 71-9557534) _ A€ inson and h is colborators h ave
dee bped a pub Eck avai Bb I softw are t atenab Bs peop I o assess te
distributine im pactoft eir ow n fanori® variantoftax and benefitreform _This
isexen beter tan aoosingte mode Imaker: be ityourse IE

Keit H udson (Bat ,Englnd, k .h udson@BBCNC.OR G.UK) 0 PVVP (255)
Thank you for your kestrep ¥ butlam afraid t att e softw are you m ention
is ofno use om e because appropriat natonaldataw oull need O be
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inputed, and I am notaneconom istw it any ready access otem .l am sad

t atyouhawe beenunab I ©osupp ¥ figures show ing te eflects of Bl at
\arious e Bon teincomes oftax-payers and w e Bare redpient . Therefore, |
mustrem ain secptcalk\en t ough Iam notunfriecnd ¥ ©te ideain prinadpll.

PVPinrep ¥ ©oH udson (265)

I have notused TAXMOD myse F(and itw ou Ml anyw ay need m apr

ad pstnent o fitte taxand benefitsysem ofcontnentallcountries), butit
maywe lcone wit it owndatabase .Less am bitous ¥, I sttong ¥ recon m end
your getiing hol of Citizens Incone n°18 (¥ 1994),whid contains abrief
articl by H ermione Parkerand H ol¥ Suterbnd whid answers exactly your
questionsw it sexeralab Bs and diagrams .l h awe ginen te phone and fax
num ber of Gtizen's Income in my prexdous message .H ere is e fu BMaddress:
Citizen’s Incon e Study Centre, StP i lps Bui Bing, Shefiie B Stree t London

W C2A 2EX.Ifand whenwe doso,do Btme know wheter boking att ese
figures has sw eptaw ay or reinfored your septdsm .

Keit H udson (Bat ,Englnd, k .h udson@BBCNC.OR G.UK) 0 PVVP (26/5)
We'Bbkee!

Youm ay hawve notced an FV posting ofm ine ©oday (Monetary Matkrs).This
isnotinended ©he apropctionbut rater,an atem pto reduc te nature of
tom orrow s econom icactivties i€ basicessentall (bearing in mind

autom ation on te one hand, and & eap com m unicatons on te ot er), and
allo ke intbaccountsom et ing t ateconom is® nexerdo--t attere ARE
free IIndiesin te gbbakconomy (and \ery Bwush ones, 100).

As anex-sdentist lam all ays digging dow n for fundam entallprinadp Bs.To
simp Hy,simp Hy,wherexer possib B.1hawe been sttugg Ihg tow ards tis
teoreticalpositon for sexeralyears .l am notsaying t atlim tere yetbutte
picure (ome)issbw ¥ becoming clarer.

RobertRosenstin (robertr@sh adow .net) © PVP (24/5)

Fnall,as itbearsonmy mainintrest te monetary aspectofabasic or
guaranted income,w oull t ose funds be considered incon e and t erefore
txed in te same mannerw ages are?

PVPinrep ¥ b Rosenskin (245)

Is Basicincom e taxab 1?Som e peop l find itim portantt atitshoull be (e g.
M Ferry, LLA Bbcation Universe B, Paris, Cerf, 1995), butfrank ¥ tis is

unim portantas far as m odestBI proposall are conazrned,sim p ¥ because any
existing incom e taxsysem lknow ofinclide a tax-free am ountfor each

househ ol t atexceds tesum ofteir (modest) basicincomes H enc,it
seems farsim p Br (and m ore transparen) tome o dechre t atte basicincan e
forms te basis ofalincom e and is tax-free,whill ad psting dow nw ard
according ¥ alExisting tax t resh ols on earnings .

LaviniaW eissm an (W ork Ecobgy, BmMinia@tm n.com ) © PVP (235)
H awe you heard ofUnitd Staks proposall for fhttax and
consum ption &x?H ow does basicincom e com pare ?
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PVPinrep b oW eissman (245)

1_.BIAND CONSUMPTION TAX.Youcnhawe eiterwit and witoutte
oter.

2.BIAND HATTAX.You cannotrea® h a\e a proportona lincom e taxabng
allte range (ie.-from zeroup)witoutaBIl.H enc te chse associaton
sometimes made betw een te o proposall asin Akinsons reenthook (see
again Pub lc Economics in Action,0 U P, 1995).

. ALTERNATI\E SCH EMES
3.1. BASIC INCOME AND NEGATIVE INCOME TAX

PVPin furterrep ¥ 1o Sew art(225)

Yes, tere is aconnection betw een basicincon e and apersona lnon-
refundab I ax aedit'.Ifyoumake te tax aeditrefundab B (€ ose wh ose
incom e is noth igh enough be entttid © te fu lam ountoft e tax aeditget
tediferenc as apositine ransfr), you getanegatine income tax.And if
insktad ofnetiing te tanskrs (henefit and noincome taxes forsome, incom e
txes and nobenefit for ot ers) you gine non-m eans-€std benefit ball
(whill taxing m os9, you m one on from a negatine incom e tax 0 agenuine
basicincome . This Bstm ove does not Bad © an absurd back -and-fro.It
inttoduces atans®ersysem tatis adm inistratine ¥ Bss expensine,whill
being m ore eflecline as regards bot poverty and unem p byment

BilH um ph ries (Madison,W I, wh um p@m sn.fu lieed.com ) © PVP (235)
W oull you conmenton te Negatine Income Tax,aUSexperimentfrom te
70%,whiad sounds someting ke te Basiclncome Grant?

PVPin rep ¥ ©OH um ph ries (235)

As mentioned before (Rep ¥ ©© Sew arp), tere is achse connection betw een BI
and NIT.W it asame B\e Bofincome guarante and am at ing taxsdiedul,
tey can bok equinalnton paper (same netbenefit or taxes for each
househol), te on¥ difkrenc being t ataBlsysem m owes a btm ore m oney
back and fro.Nonet e Iss,

(@) te outtomes ofthe NITexperiment conducted in te USin te se\xentes
are m osth irre Inantto t e aurrentBl proposallin Europe, because te hter
operak on te background ofagenerallguaranted income saieme,whid was
prease ¥ whatte NITsdiemes consistd in inttodudng (t ough wit w ork
disinentines Nss prohibitinve tan t ose aeakd by te sdiemes t atare
aurrentd in p bkce in Europe .

(b)Blis obe prefrred © NITfor reasons skethed in t e folbw ing passage
Bken from d aper 2 ofmy ReallFeedom for A MO U P, 1995):
"Atfirstsight, both approaches [Bl and NIT]may seem equinvalntfrom areal
Ibertarian standpointfi.e. given a conception ofsocialjustice as "maximin real
freedom ™) since exacth tie same distributions ofposttax-and-trans®r income can in
princip I be achiened with a basicincome scheme and anegative income tax. Or, iftere
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isadiference, itshou ll be o tie advantage ofthe hter, since whatitdoes issimpl ©
awid te heaw bac and fro thatresu ls from paying a basicincome totose with a
substantiallincome and ten taxing ithac, and tis shou B make anegative income tax
scheme cheaper o run. (The Appendix © tis chaper depicts graphicaly te diference
between te two types ofschemes, and tie difErence between both and existing
guaranted income schemes.)

And yet, tie absence ofameans stgiwes basicincome a decisive advantage in €rms of
Iximin reaMHreedom, for t ree distinctreasons. Firstd, itis obvous enough, ginen the
time Rg unawidab ¥ innvolled in any income assessmentfor tax purposes, tata
negative income tax scheme can on b hope to compet with a basicincome scieme in
trmsof Iximin realreedom ifitis supp Imentd by a sysem ofadvance payment
tatwilat Bastgive peop l e realfreedom nottostarne whill waiting for thie tax
administration  caku ke teir entitiment. Butsheer ignorance or confusion is
bound t preventsome peop I from getting access t advance payment tey cou B haw
chimed. The higher rat oftake up tatis terefore bound t be associatd w it a basic
income scheme isadiférence tatmatiers supreme ¥ when prior importance is being
ginen o tie reabfreedom ofte Bastrealy free.

Second ¥, in te case ofanegative income tax, te re IvantEature oftie budgetset
takes tie form ofa contingentpromise ofcorrective trans€rs ratier tran ofa sum of
money on which one can fu Il bank simp ¥ because itis tangib ¥ tere. This factis
bound ©ohamper e confidence needed 1o actua W m ake use oftie options contained in
te (abstracty identical budgetset One aspectoftiis difErence re s directh © an
im porantdimension oftie so-calld unemp bymenttrap owhich socialworkers are
usua ¥ far more sensitive tian econom ists. Whatdetrs peop lin te poverty trap from
boking for a job or taking one is arguab b Uss tattey wou B nothaw ahigher
income, or asignificanth higher income, atw ork tan outofw ork, buteven more the
Bguidity gap and tie uncertainty involled in renouncing a sa® and regu hr benefitas a
resu lkoftaking up a job which tey may soon prove unab l o keep or to bear.

Fnal¥, in an era ofcom putrized trans€r payment and pay-as-you-earn tax
coMction, and assuming tattere isnoneed for controllon some otier grounds (o
check work-proneness or househ oll situation, forexamp ), tie administrative costs
involled in te advance paymentscheme tatmustbe coup Bd o anegative income tax
systm make tie Bter more expensive  run for any ginen I Bofincome guarante,
and tey terefore absorb resources tatcou B otherwise be used toswe Bt is Ive FEwen
on itsown, tis consideration wou N suffice, given presenttax and trans€r
tcnobgies, o justify tie choice for e universalowver tie means-tstd variantofan
otherwise unconditionallincome."

3.2. BASIC INCOME AND LETS SCH EMES

Keit H udson (Bat ,Englnd, k .h udson@BBCNC.OR G.UK) o Knop (235)
My m ain ob pctin w riting is 0 seek dadiim s Mew s on t e aeation ofm oney
by ordinary indivduall, partcu br witin conmunitesinwhid allte
indiMdual know one anoterwe l-and tus teir"aeditrating”.In te earler
partofhis posting, dbad im w rot (correctlh in my \ew ) t atbanks don't
aeak netmoney because te banshawe ©be repaid.H owe\er,ifldoa
servic for anot er for free (b atis, notexpeding offidalin oney in return) |
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alloexpectt atte redpientw i Balodoarough ¥ equinvalntservic forme in
due course ifl need itThisstrikes me as being te basis ofalkocialcon esion--
and indeed te basis for alHriendsh ips and exen m arriages .0 faourse,
indiMduall don*tspe loutte €rms ofte "ban™and, in m ostases, are not
exen consdous ofte im p Bed ransaction .Butifsom eone contnua ¥ ask s for
te free servas ofanot erw it outginvng anyt ing in return, ten t at
friendship inexstab ¥ dies (as dom arriages)-Now te LETSsysems hawe ken
tis matker ofsocialransactions a s Iigh tstage furt er by insttuting becal
aurrendes whid are,ineflect,asysem of bans based on Bbour (ofvarious
I\e B ofski M)_This requires acertain am ountofhook -k ee ping and

adm inistration as w ¢ las ot er favourab 1 factors (avai hbi Hy ofasufidency
ofski M) butin prindp I, itappears ow ork . This being so, ten | see no
reasonwhy w o"aurrendes' sh ou M notexistside by side witinacomnmunity.
The comm unity uses offidalim oney 1 buy goods and serviezs t at@nnotbe
producd witin te conmunity,and Bbour-voud er m oney © buy goods and
servias tatanbe .Isee afuture inwhid agreatm any serMas whid are
becan ing inaeasing ¥ (and ofen prohibitine ¥) expensine in €rm s ofoffidal
money can, in te future,be mutwa ¥ supp Bed w it in acon m unity atno
(offidalm oney) cost This w ou B necessitak accessibi Hy t inform ation (w h id
existing servc-provMders ofen seek keep seae®, and O \ery cheap and
eflective ski ltraining sysems (whid existing educationa kysem s ofen seek
keep expensine).Bot oftese, lsuggestwilbecome avaibb B onte
Inkrnetin due course .I'm aw are tattisw i Bhotbe satisfactory for m any
peop B whorequire instantso liions--and ofw h atKeynes w oull h ave said ©
tis("...inte bngrunwe are alldead ").Ne\ert e Bss, 1 see nohope by
presentinsttutonalim et ods--eit er finandallor po licalltseems tome t at
W oofte bestpossib B tings t atinkrnetactivst cou B possib b doin te
com ing years is 0 atem pto aocx Irakt bot de\e bpment--t atis,easi ¥
accessib Binform aton and easi ¥ accessib B ski Etraining -

PVPin rep ¥ ©oH udson (235)

Ihawe some sym paty for t e prom oion ofLETSsdiem es, e\xen t ough one
shoull bew are ofteir grow ing att e expense ofuncalbu hting generosity as a
subth way for te petly spiritofte m arketto penetrat areas ofsocialll it
cannotreach wit it heaw equipmentDependingon te socialland Bgal
framew ork,sud schemesmay we lbe fostered by te presence ofabasic
incom e .Indeed, ey coser partofw h athbasicincomne aims ©om ake vab 1 .But
tey areirre Ivanttom ostoft e ob pclines abasicincan e is m eantto pursue .
In particu br, tey do lll © redistibue in afairerw ay te benefit t atarise
from €d nicallprogress and te w or B dinsion of Rbour.

The m ostaoom prehensine historicallem piricalland t eore tcalcontributon ©
tedisaussion ofLETSsaiemesis omyknow Bdge Ofe,Chusi H einze,RoF
G.1990.0rganisierte EigenarbeitDas Mode MK oope rationsring . Frank furti
New York: Cam pus, 1990, 361p, ISBN 3-593-34121-2,DM 38.

Keit H udson (Bat ,Englnd, k .h udson@BBCNC.OR G.UK) © PVVP (235)
Your com menton LETSw as m ostinterestng and I migh treturn © itby w ay of
acommentin a lk&r postng.
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PVPin rep ¥ ©oH udson (245)

| wasn*tsurprised by tis ©opicheing brough tin.Many peoplin te European
debat,incliding forexam p B André Gorz and Chus Ofe, m ake Bland LETS
partoft e pollcy pack age t ey favour.

3.3. BASIC INCOME, GUARANTEED WORK AND EITC

P illpH aney (Russe lSage Foundation, New York ,h aney@rsage.org) O
PP (245)

Inte e 1960s aGalip polin te Unitd Staks asked respondent a paired
setofquestions conarning teir supportor oppositon 1 (1) a proposa o
guarante acertain I lofincon e for alfam i kes and (2) a proposa Ho
guarante alifam i les enough work oearntesame I\e lincone .The
guaranted incom e proposallw as re pcted 58% 10 36%.Th e guaranted w ork
proposallw as suppored 78% 10 18%.1 suspectthe same re ktine preferencs
existioday in te Unitd Staks .1 hawe tree questonsinspired by tis data.
FHrstdoyou tink tesame re htine preferencs for guarantes ofw ork as
opposed  guarantes ofincam e existin Europe ?Second, do you know of
anyone in Europe wh ois ad\vocating a guarante ofw ork as analkrnative b a
guarante ofincan e sud as your Bl proposalw ou Ml accom p Ish ?Third,wh at
is your \Mew ofguaranted w ork proposall?

PVPinrep ¥ OH aney (265)

1.BIAND PREFERENCESFOR GUARANTEED W ORK .My guess is t att e
outom e ofsud suneys w ou Bl notbe significanty diferentnow orin Europe .
(Noe t at underm any phrasings oftis queston, m any Bl supporers,
inclidingm yse Ew ou B express apreferenc for a guaranted pb o\er a
guaranted incone )

2.EUROPEAN ADMOCATESOFGUARANTEED W ORK .l hawe notseen
anyone proposing guaranted w ork as a fu Bkubsttu®t ote aurrent

patth w ork ofsdiemes t atpinth provde guaranted incom e, as e\eryone
recognizes tisw oull be acrazy proposallas regards a hrge proportion of
peopl (1) oner 65, (2) wit some handicap, (3) wit \ery young diBren, (4)
pstturned unem p byed .Butguaranted w ork sciemes hawe had and st lh a\e
m any supporers as faras te bng-€rm unem p byed are concerned .(In

Be Bium , forexam p I, t e inttoduction ofsud a guaranted w ork saieme for
te bng-€rm unem p byed is accnttakenetoft e (righ €w ing) Bberalparty’s
emp bymentpolloy ) Indeed, many experiment® in tis direction h ave been and
are st Mcondudked in se\erallcountries .

3.MY MEW ABOUT GUARANTEED WORK PROPOSALS.Muad ofte

im pu Be for e Bldisaussion in Europe has prease ¥ cone from te
disappointing o\era liresu k ofsud experiment® (mostreeznty in Fanc,

wh ose 1988 guaranted minimum income w as predse ¥k meantas asdieme for
guaranted "inserton"rat er t an for a guaranted incom e).Partoft e
disappointm entcam e from te economichalkne sheetm aking peop l w ork
for teir incon e wrned outin m any cases nott deaease (as expeded) but
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inaease,e\enin te bngrun,tenetastofte scieme .(The exeptions came
from saiemes tatdid notreal promMde guaranted emp bymentto albut
on ¥ o com paratine ¥ prinvd Bged cakgories ) Butm ostoft e disappointnent
came from te socialbabhne sheetwhen concived as Emied in ime (from
teindivvdualk pointofuvew ,as te saieme ite Fmay be perm anent), te
sdiemes Bd mostofit benefidaries back ©bsquare one att e end ofte
period,and when concived asunimitd, tey fai Id 1 prouvde peopll on
tesesadiemes wit te socialirecognition or pow era jpb w as m eantto gi\e
tem,as testats ofa™tird work drauit'w orker (as te sdieme was calld in
my countty) w as hard ¥ Bss stigm atized in te outide worl t an t atofa
bng-trm unem p byed person (a d arity pb is notheter for se Festem and
teesktem ofoters tanadarityincone), and w as associakd 1 an infrior
positonw it in te em p bying organizaton (e\xen w it equalljua Hicatons and
simi lr functions) .Moreo\er, te pb aeation proess w as bad ¥ ham pered by
te conerntattese pbsshoull notputany unfair com petitine pressure on
"reallpbs™ and dam aging ¥ biased as a resu kofpo Hcallbbbies favouring te
abcation ofsuad pbs © friend ¥ non-profitm ak ing organizations.In te Ight
ofaltis (and more forwhid Ihawe notme here), I became conMncd t at
tiswas notteway ©go.And yet Ibe Blene te wocentralideas behind sua
proposall are valld and im portant (1) te righ tiow ork is im portantfor it

ow n sake, notpstbecause oftie associakd income ;and (2) te righ tw ork
(wit adeentincan e) can no bnger be grantd © allw it outm assi\e
subsidies .Basicincan e is predse ¥ astrakgy t ataim s 1 proMde a righ tio an
incom ¢ for a it atis nothough tatt e expense ofte righ tiow ork,and it
consist in distributing em p bym entsubsidies, © ough straigh tinto te h ands
ofte poentalkmp byees sot attey (ratertanteempbyer) andeade
whid pobs are wort tesubsidy.

Now ,alltismay be difficu kto folbw by ataxpayerwh ose d arity is being
imp bred .Butitshoull haxe som e appealor t e representatines ofa peop
trying t figure outt e bestw ay © pursue e conmongood .H as ithecom e
omuad ask ofademocracy tatte bgicby whid itshoull be governed
by te hter bgicratertante former ?

PVPin rep ¥ to apad age subsequentdh senthy H aney (9 /6)

Thank s for your Bter of30 May and your aricl,whic Iread immediat ¥
wit mud intrestlasked for your book ©be ordered for our Bbrary in case
we don'thawe itakeady .l am persuaded by your po lHicalargumentin te US
conext(te 'se Eng" aspect), and in aw ay wh atl am proposing m yse Fas te
fu Mpad age is acom bination ofte & o.W h atneeds © be gotrid ofis te

i lision t atguaranted em pbymente\en atte same B\e Bofincome, is
bound ©be dieaper t an guaranted incom e .Butyour cautious w ords about
te fulkconomicoost indicake sufiidentd t atyou don*tshare tis i Bision.
Dosend m ore ofyour w ritings on re hed subpcs W h atis your \yew on EITC
forexampll ?

P illpH aney (Russe lSage Foundation, New York ,h aney@rsage.org) O
PP (14/6)
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| ertain ¥ agree t atofering guaranted em p bymentw ou l costm ore t an
guaranted income butt e sociabbenefit allom igh the greakr.ltdepends on
te darackeristc oftie groups inclided in te offer.l terefore an notw i ling
say t atguaranted income is necssari ¥ m ore eflident(defining efiidency
broad ¥ -- and in aw ay t atis notreadi ¥ susccptb I omeasurement-- as

ot kociabenefit divided by otakociallcos® .My inclnation is ©o adopta
preferenc rull based on po Hicallrealties rat er t an an u lim at \allie

calbu htion .Guaranted income shoull be offered © persons wh om society
does notexpectto'work ™ (i Bren, tee Ber¥,indivvdualwit se\ere

disabi Hies) and guaranted pbs shoull be offered ® persons wh om society
does expectto'w ork " (ab B-bodied indivyduall ofw orking age) . Th atw ou Bn*t
settll debats onerwhoshoull be inclided in each cakgory (sing Il parent, for
exam p ), butt ose debakts woull bse mua ofteirstng ifte aoic
presentd were betw een guaranted incom e and guaranted w ork (w it
appropriat w ork -re hed sociakervices sud as di B care inclided in te
ofkr)rater tanbet een guaranted incon e and not ing atalll

lallobe Bene tatifand when te pub Bcand pollcy makers acceptt e factt at
m ark e te conom ies do notnorm al¥ produc enough pbs forexeryone wh o
want owork,te bwer costofguaranted incone sdiemes willgenerat a
desirab I €£ndency ©expand notions ofw h ois an appropriat candidat for
guaranted incom e support(parent w it young dilMren oroterdependent
requiring substantalipersonallcare, w orkers w it asubstantallcontnuous
work record whow anta"sabbaticall Baxe © return ©©sa oo lorengage in

ot ersocialy usefu Bactinvities, persons w it aproven conmitmentoovolinker
sociakervice w ork ,etc).

Ihawe mixed fe Ings aboutt e EITC.As aw age subsidy paid oem p byees it
has pronouncd disad\vantages con pared ©higherminim um w ages -(1) Itis
on ¥ 50% refundab Bin w orker paydiecks .E lgib B w orkershaw ow aitbte
end oftte taxyear o gett e rest-- and te actuabhum ber ofpersons wh o
chim e\en tis advanc paymentis \ery sm allbecause ofa kc ofk now Bdge
aboutt e benefiton te partofe lgib B indiniduall and em p byer resistance ©
adm inisering it This poses ah ardship, because IMng expenses cannotbe
deferred .(2) The ideat atte EITCwilend upin te pocket of bv w age
workersratertanteirempbyers alomay be i Bfounded .

Thereisnoting in US. Bw prohibiting anem p byer from discaim inating
againstw orkers e lgib I for te EITCby ofering tem be bw m arketw ages.If
temarketw age for aparticu br type ofw ork is $ anh our, anem p byer cou B
ofer B 25anhour EITCe Ilgib I app lcant and st lprom ise tem a post
EITCw age ofover $5anhour.Inoterw ords, te benefitm ay function ke a
w age subsidy paid ©oem p byers despit te factt atitis paid ©ote emp byee
directl . The assum ption under¥ing te EITCis t attere are p Inty ofpbs
anai b 1 ©oe Igib B persons,sonoem p byer cou B getane Bgib I person ©
acceptabe bw m arketw age offer, butifa pb shortage exist,em p byers m ay
be ab I ©dinertte EITChenefito teirow n pocket®.lhawentseen any
envdenc tattis ishappening yet butlsee no reason nottoexpecttiskind
ofbeh avor.

Newerte Iss,te EITCdoes prouvde substantalrans®r benefit t persons
whoneed tem,and itis doubtiu lb att e U S.Congress w ou ll h a\e enaced
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any ot er ransfer benefitofsim i bhrm agnitude .So I'm h appy ©oh a\e itdespit
it Thw s.A Ho, te benefitm ay function m ore as aform ofsupp Imental

unem p bym entinsuranc for bw income w orkers tan itdoes as aw age
subsidy, and | find t© at®ature ofti e program \ery atiractixe .A w orkerwh o
bses a pb paying w ages abone te EITCincone i ing on an annua lzed basis
may nonet e Bss quay for te benefitifher annualincon e (depressed by a
spe Mofunem pbymen® fall be bw te i Ing.Onc consenati\es catth on ©
tis Rature oftie benefittey're ke © Ine Bte same kind ofaitasm atte
EITCtattey now directatunem p bymentinsuranc (wWhid has been

perm ited ©erode in bot conerage and vallie in te Unikd Staks in te face
ofoonsenatine chim s t atitencourages pb Bssness).

PVPinrep ¥ ©©oH aney (3/7)
Many t ank s for your i lim inating response aboutEITCw hid rexealld m any
aspects ofitl had overboked .

V. PO LUTICALPROSPECTS
4.1. BASIC INCOME AND MARXISM

PabherE RBritth (vals@eart .exeqpc.com) ©PVP(2345)

H e b, Prokssor.

In te darming patois ofAmerican Inkernetse lam calld a'lirker’, t atbeing
apersonwhoquieth boksinon Est,new sgroups and ot er cyber-
colctivities w it outeer pub Ick posting ©tem ,butsometimes responding
privat ¥ ©indinvidualposers, as rightnow .lwoull ke badd my ow n \woic
o agrakefu la orus, in praise ofyour brave pioneering partidpaton in tis
"guestlcture'experiment Latr, perh aps afer tisweek, Imay send yousome
gquestionsin te areaofyour ad\vocacy ;righ tnow |Iwilask on¥ at®w
gquestons t atyou can quick ¥ dispose of.

1) Doyou consider yourse Fa Marxist?

2) Ifnot are you ne\ert e lIss being pub Ick Bbe Bd as sud on te basis of
your Bl ad\vocacy ?By w h om or by w h atinsttution(s)?

3) Does ErnestMande lhave ane-m ai Baddress ¢ atisin te publcdom ain?

4) I hawe jstread,in te contxtofa new sgroup disaussion, t atFanc
hashad as many as 15 constwtons sine 178 . This staementseems ke a
tndentous po licalallehood ©me,butl don*treal® know and hawe no
appropriat rerenc w ork athand .W h atdo you say?

PVPinreph ©E RBritth (245)

1) No.

2) lam perczined as som e sortofMarxistby a num ber ofpeopll, and probab ¥
more soin te Angb-AmericanworB tanon te continent(where lam rater
percized as asomew h atunusualipo Hicaliphi bsopherinte Angb-American
tadition) .Butt is is nothecause ofm y ad\vocating basicincon e .Itis rat er
because ofmy chse int Mcualand personallinks tosome oftte Bading
"anajtcaIMarxist" (suad as GA .Cohen atO xford, bhn Roem er in CaHornia

— 27—



or Erik W righ tin W isconsin).Yet Iw ou Bl notdesaribe m yse Fas a Marxist,
anabtcaloroterwise.Those intrestedin tismay wish ohaw a bok atmy
Marxism Recycld (Cam bridge Uninersity Press, 1993), wh ose ¢ aper 8,
inddental¥,is te te mua debatd defenc of Bl | coaut ored under te ttl
"A capitabstroad b com m unism ".

3) I doubthe has one.

4) 15is correct, butl am notanencychbpaedia.

4.2. BASICINCOME AND TH E NATIO N-STATE

D asid Moody (davm @a Bcom ) o PP (225)

Ginen t e aurrenteconom icsituation, w e seem notbe abne am ong de\e bped
nations in our grow ing m isttustofim m igraton.Gi\en t e inaeasing ¥y
consenatine atiitudes tow ard im m igratton he B by m any de\e bped nations,
how can adwocats ofbasicincom e avoid (or, ifunawoidab I, negak) tis
issue’s becom ing abarrier?

PVPin rep ¥ t© Moody (225)

Yes, tereisadeep €nsionbetw een basicincone — and m ore broad ¥ any
generous form ofsociakoldarity — and significant Ixe I ofm igratton.This is
due bot directh ©© te se Bcdine migration of ke ¥ netbenefidaries (intote
areaconcrned) and netantributors (outofi®, and indirecth ©te time it
kes ohe buil up te "us”amongwhom one spontaneous ¥ e B soldarity .
The prob Im is notspeafictobasicincom e (itis shared, forexamp l,by te
guaranted minim um incone systm we hawe in sexeralEuropean countries),
butitneeds ©he ®ken serious ¥ .My ow n \Mew is t atm assi\e econom ica ¥y
m otinakd migrationisa\ery bad ting,and t atte w ay forw ard os€m itis,
s€p by sep, bring aboutsysem s oftransnationa linkrpersona Mranskrs .

Keit H udson (Bat ,Engbnd, k .h udson@BBCNC.OR G.UK) ©o PP (225)
O\erte Bstwenty years,in alBOECD countries, industry and conmerce

hawe been paying astadi ¥ sm allr proporton ofoweraligo\e rnm enttaxaton
and, con\erse ¥, indinvvdua lax-payers h awve been paying ahigher proporton.
Attesame ime,we Hare expenditures h ave been rising seep ¥ for \arious

w e lknow nreasons and are clar¥ destined ©rise mud higherinte years ©
com e ifpresentaom m it ent® are abided by .A Bo, autom ation and

ratona lsaton isseadi ¥ holbw ing outfu Mtime midd B-ski Mmidd B-incam e
partofte pb markethiterto te ecntraMargetofgovernmentpersonal
txaton.ln m any countries, itis akleady polkica® im possib B t raise personall
txation.Exen te Labour gonernm entin-w aiting in tis country is agreed on
tis.

Attesame ime,gonernment and polidans are bsing teir aedibi My as far
as te pub lcis conerned .Corruption ofpo kHidans seem s endemicin all
countries .In t e case ofm ostadvancd industria Bcountries, t e proportion of
teeldorak t atactuall goes ©te poling boot s is declning from e Bction
e lcion.Cou Ml ithe tatas A kin Minc(The New Midd B Ages) proposes,
we are att e trning pointofanew historicalarea.In tis county, an ong a
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grow ing num ber ofserious con mentators, te Bfew ing ex-Ch anc: lbr oft e
Exdiequer Lord H eally be Benes tis, as does te righ €w ing O xford h istorian
Norm an Stone .

Coull we now be faced w it asortofre-run ofw h atoccurred in te 1200 and
1300% in W es®rn Europe,when bitby bitte supreme BgallmiHary and
finandallpow er ofti e Pope gane way toam u litude ofnew secu bhr

aut orittes?And aloare-run oft e dangeoer oftie Bst200 years,when te
regiona laut orities gave w ay © nation-stakes?Now ,w e seem ®be seeingte
naton-staks bsing power ot e new non-erritoriallcon meraallaut orities —
t e mu Enationa Bcorporations.Siou Bl we nothe tinking how consumer

pow er cou B be exerdsed againstt e grow ing finandalasset oft e

m u Einationa Bcorporations in order O extractabasicincom e ?Afer alitisin
teirfundamentalinkresttohawe awide consumer-base in ¢t e coming
decades.

PVPin rep ¥ ©oH udson (2354)

l1.ldon'ttink basicincaone canbe soll ©©m u lnatonall on t e ground t at
tey need peopll oconsume teir produds: ifm ass consum ption is a prob Im ,
oterforms oftransferw i ldo pstas we BThe eantrallargum entfor basic
incom e re ltive O tese ot er form s ofguaranted consum ption pow er is t at
we do notw antan inaeasing ¥ duakociety ..

2.Akough Itink we shoull be carefullw it grand historicallparall I, | agree
t att e sub\ersion ofnationa lpo Hicallpow er by transnationa ke conom ic

pow er (and constraint) is am apr d alnge, and notpstfor basicincone .The
response, I be Bexe consist in someh ow com bining (and recond Ihg) a

reh abi Hation ofpatrioism and acontnuous Hiing ofte scall ofdem ocratic
dedsion-m aking .l spe lt is outin te Bstsedton, "Stering clar ofRnguins
Is hnd ", ofm y ReallFeedom for AMOUP 1995, and deve bpitin asm albook in
Fenad (Sauver hsoldari€, Paris: Editions du Cerf;, 1995).

RobertRosenstin (robertr@sh adow .net) in response ©PVP on H udson
(235)

In your rep ¥ ©Keit H udson you speak ofa reh abi Hation ofpatriotism and
acontinuous Hiing oftie scall ofdem ocraticdedsion-m aking.*W oull you
conmenton tis,p Base.ltw oull seem t atyou are nothappyw it teideaof
te EEC (European Econom ic Com m unity) and it poentalfor becoming a

po licaktt in it ow nrigh tA 0o, doyou foresee difficu Kies in designing
Basiclncom e Hgis lktion because ofexen te €nuous pokicalland econom ic
ties t atexistnow .

PVPinrep ¥ o RobertRosenstin (2354)

1.PATRIO TISM CUM SCA LE-LIFTING.Tospe Boutw h atl meant(inmy

Rep ¥ ©H udson),hereis te finall oftie diabgue t atprecdes and sums up
te bstd aperofmy ReallFeedom for ABO U P, 1995):

D By emphasizing com petitiveness tie way you justdid in order © Mndicat your
negative conclision aboutsociallsm, are you notserious ¥ undermining your own be lef
in te possibi Iy ofahigh basicincome in capitalstcountries?Itis notenough ©
argue thata trans®r sysem with abasicincome atits core wou N be beter, in €rms of

— 20 —



econom ic efficiency, ttan tie we Bare stat as currentld organized. What's under
pressure now , for reasons you hintd at, is any sortofgenerous trans€r sysem.
Bearing sustainabi Hy in mind, shou Bn*trealfreedom -for-a Mrecommend someting
lke te dismantiing oftie we Bare stat ratier than its rep hcementhby sometiing more
am bitious?

F This risk is greatifwe don*tsim u Baneous ¥ strugg I 1 redesign our institutions in
twodirections. One is dem ocratic scall- Hting: we musturgentl, and in alsort of
ways, estab Ish and strengtien supranationalldem ocratic institutions which detrmine
te rulls underwhich tie transnationallm arke toperats - incliding as regards income
distribution -, instad ofbeing gowverned by tiem, as nationaldem ocracies increasing ¥
are. The other direction is soldaristic patriotism: we mustaBo urgentd, and in all
sorts ofw ays, preser\e and deve bp institutions tiatnurture strong £e Ings of
algianc tow ards generous distributive institutions atwhat\er e ey exist, and
tereby reduce te pressure againstredistribution tatsems from opportunistic

beh amMour by te hoBers ofprecious factors.

DSure ¥, tiere musthe a nsion between e cosmopo Hanism ofte firststratgy and
te patriotism oftie second.

F Tosome extenttiere is,and we musttierefore be allithe more tough tiu Bwhen
sellcting e institutionallmeans for te pursuitofeitier (8§ 6.8). Butwe shou B nothe
too fussy. Ifwe are o preser\e and regain te Beway required t© go forw ard, or exen
simp ¥ opreventtie worBwide colkpse ofwe Bare staks, bot stratgies are essentiall
Carefu Hb ough tand resolit action are urgentlh needed in tis area. No time shou W be
wastd.

DGeton with itthen!

2.EUROPE.Itshoull be clarin tis Eghtt atlam sttong be Be\erin te
potntalim portance oftie European Union for te sake ofahigher

sustainab B basicincone and henc greakr jstice .Buttere is am apr trade
offfor generous redistributine polldes betw een econom ictasibi Hy (enh ancd
by scall- Hiting) and policakeasibi iy (reducd by scall- Hting) .H enc te
im portanc ofnothanking exclisixe ¥ onwh atw i lbe done ona krgersaal
and oftrying © retain or regain some Bew ay t rough an appropriat form of
patriotism .

RobertRosenstin (roberr@sh adow .ned) in response © PVP (235)

Onc again, t anks for your prom ptrep ¥ tomy hstquestions, and espedaly
for te exarptfrom your new book .My prenous question w as prom ped by
your use oftie w ord "patriotism "whia ,latBastimmediat ¥ equatd wit
"nationa lsm "in i€ narrow estsense . Th is, ob\ous ¥, w as notyour inenton.l
appredat te €nsionyoudescribe betw een te necssity ofaCommon Market
atizen retaining and reenforang teir byally bteircountywhill atte

same ime boking forw ard © t e potntallad vantages ofth e econom icunion.

4.3. PO UTICALFKEASIBIUTY

BilH um ph ries (Madison,W I, wh um p@m sn.fu lieed.com ) © PVP (235)
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Ginen te atlitude tow ards "t e undeservng poor'm entioned prexjous ¥ in tis
disaussion, w h ataboutexpanded tax aedit forheah care,chi B care and
education as an inkerim measure?

PVPin rep ¥ ©©H um ph ries (235)

As aresu kofpartidpating in aconfrenc onbasicincone sciemeshe Bin
Madisonin 1989, I becam e convinced t atuninersabheal prowsion, uninersall
d i B benefit, basicpensions or free education ofsuficdentqualty were

indeed priorities in e USconext and agenuine basicincone foradu bk a
Bixury te USeconomy cou B easi ¥ afford, butnott e USpo ly .Europe’s
econom ic(notem p byment) situation is not\ery diferentbutit pokical
situaton is- for te ime being.

Betty Mande B(bmande B@b ridgew .edu) © PVP (25/5)

Your con menton caretak ing w as particu bkr ¥ poignanttome today .l went®o
aw orkshopexp hining te new Massach usets we Bare Bw _1tw as so
depressing.They are Imiting AFD C 10 v o years outoffine, and you can‘t
app ¥ again for t ree years.Exeryone wit aciill oner3mont s ofage has ©
gointow ork fare for 20 h ours aw eek . There is noadditona im oney for
diBren bornaferyouare onAFDC.Ifyour i B is absent®om uad from
sdioollyou bse te grantfort atd i B .1fyou don*th ave your dii Bren

imm unized, you bse your grant. Ifyoudon*tname te faterofte dill,you
bse your grant. Ifyou are under 20, you getnom oney un Issyou he wit a
re ltive orin a"sttuctured seting " And on and on.I'm sodepressed .W e are
Igh tyears aw ay from aBasiclncone,as mua as lenjpy teorizing aboutit

PVPinrep ¥ o Mande I(265)

| understand your fe Ing depressed .Atte same time, Btus ty © Barnte
Isson_By p bhcing m ostem ph asis on sttengt ening te entttiment® 1 and
enhanang te e B ofbenefit targeed ©te unem p byed or osingll
moters,one has aeakd asttucture ofinentives wh ose penerse efecs can
now dead easi ¥ be denouncd by te righ t Punishing peopl (by wit draw ing
teirbenefit)assoonas tey (detctab ¥) getoutoft eir isohtion or id Eness
is not, on reflction, a\ery \Mab I w ay ofrunning asociety .Moreo\er, Btus
notdespair.The w ork fare strakt gy you describe allohas eflects w h ose
magnitude wilk bw ¥ be realzed: for t e popu ktions conerned, itan be
expeced ©be far Bss expensine O give tem anincone tan (1) ©gi\e tem
bot anincome and a pb;and (2) © gixe tem noting and Bttem sttuggll
forteir hes and tatofteir diBren trough aime and prosttuton .Beyond
tedefnsive fight,we mustw ork outacase for an econom icalf realstic
alkrnatine t at@nexp bitte disastrous resu k t atan be expeced from

righ €w ing polldeswhill aking serious¥ te valld partoft e argumentt at
Itobtem .Inte USTO0, | be Be\e, Blis acentallpartofsud analkrnati\e.

LaviniaW eissm an (The Consortium for W ork foree Ecobbgy,

Bvinia@tm n.com ) © Mande l(26/5)

Betty, t e County ofRinerside, CA has discovered asuocxssfuimode b it out
Bgis ktion and dange ©ote Bws,simp ¥ by buiBing teirredpientintba
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netw ork ofsupport Barning and se FFestem _Exeryone is ginen te
opportunity for leracy and Barning and di B care assistanc . Larry

Tow nsend, te deve bper and adm inistrator oft e County w e Hare sysem is
bui Bing a practicc t atis becan ing a Barning eaner foroterwe Fare sysems
inte county.lam aurrentd w riting an articll abouthe experience and wh atl
Rarned .

Itdoes notsolle te prob Im ofjob aeation, butitdoes em pow eraw ork and
larning et ict atis unusualland notbhased on te repub lcan p htlorm of
punishmentor te dem ocraticp lktiorm ofacom p beengy .

Riad Rot (Georgetow n, CT, rich @on-t e-netcom ) © P\VP (235)

I'm \ery intres®d in your coneptofBl and exen more intkresed inhow it
dexe bpsin Europe - in te US,we hawe am apr upheavah appeningw it te
Repub Bcan take oner oftie Congress,and sote issues ofhow ©win
aceptanc are exen more aitcaltanin te pasti’d ke obhringup te
approaad suppored by Budiminstr Fu lr (from memory),whid basicalW
Jstifies te Bl notfrom am orallor fairness perspectine butfrom te
perspectine ofpure ¥ statistcal® contributions by indivduall . The ideais t at
iThe maprity was guaranted aBl Ine Basm alinum berw ou B use t at
aeak contributons so significantt atitw ou ll m ore t an pay for t e support
ofte restCan you con menton tis ?Bot onteideaite Fand how itmight
be used O hetker getsupportfor te Blidea.

PVPinrep ¥ b Rid Rot (245)

I'm notsure wh atyou or Fu Mlrmean by some Bl redpient® m ak ing
"oontributions so significantt atitw oull more tan pay forte rest’'.The most
reasonab B non-tialinkrpretation | can t ink ofis € atm ouvng from a
means-estd we Hare saieme o an unconditionalldtizen’s income w ou Bl free

m any peop l from te unem p bymenttrap and foser t e initatines ofm any
otersinsud away tatewen te additona Haxation required by a generous
Blwoull be more tan paid for. [l de\xe bp tis possibi ly m ore form al¥ in
"The second m arriage ofpustice and efiidency™, a1990 articll reprinted as te
Bsta aper ofArguing for Basic Income (P.\an Parip ed ), Londoni New York,
\£rso paperback, 1992.]

Ridh Rot (Georgetow n, CT, rich @on-t e-netcom ) in rep ¥ © PVP (2854)
Yes- tats te pointltink itgoes beyond tatin t ated nicalloroter
innovations t atw oull im prowe society and te standard Ing forall

Mike Gurstin (gurs®in@un.org) in response 1 PVP (26/5)

Th ank you for your rep ¥ and your onera v e Breasoned and insigh tiu il
disaussion on BI/GAI (I am assuming tereisnodiflerentin your mind).You
answ ered partofmy conmentbutiwoull ke bgoback tbote oter part
whid is te polical'se Bbi Hy" oft e Bl notion.

Your rerenc some time ago © Bl and SodalCreditl'm sure resonakd
strong ¥ w it your Canadian readers sine SodalCreditespousing po Ides of
responding © te GreatDepression by "artficall' creating and distributing
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aeditt rough te banking sysem,alloespoused strtong ¥ natmMst(ant-

im m igrant, anti-sem itc) posittons in ot er spheres.

The GAlnotonsin te 1970% in Canadaand te US grew outof Bberall Liberall
responses 1 persisentpoNerty in te midstofpercined (and assumed)
continuous abundance .

Inbot instances te nottonw as fair ¥ soon disaeditd nothecause ofit
intrinsicm erit butbecause ofti e po icalcom pany t atitw as keeping.

My gquestion iswh atdoyou see as being te aurrent’po i of Bl in Europe
and how woull yousee t atexolling tow ards becan ing partt e broader
po Micaland sociallagendaciter oftte EU or oft e indiMdualEuropean
staks .

[Question recined 0o bk o albw foraspedaficrep ¥, butsome ingredient®
can be gatered from te rep Bes be bw ]

4.4. BASIC INCOME AND PO LUTICALPARTIES

Me Bnie MilBnid (mmi khnic@W EBAPCORG) o PP (225)

The aurrente Bction cam paign for t e Green Party ofO ntario is ad\wocating
guaranted incom e, pb sharing and reducd w ork weeks © rep bhce we Fare
and unem p bym entOne Ontario residentin se\en is on socialassistanc
costing te provindallgonernm entd bi lon per year.An additona §700,000
are on unem p bym entinsuranc costing te fderallgonernmentbi lonsm ore .
Thissysem perpetuats bw se Festem ,stigm atizes peop I as non-productine
and discourages tem from accepting parttime or poor ¥ paid pbs.A k& ough
tereis pInty ofw ork 0 go around tere are notenough traditona Bpaid pbs.
The Green Party proposes o rep bhce te we Hare sysem and unem p byment
insuranc w it aGuaranted Income SuppImentphnwhid woul encourage
redpient ©seek emp bymentincomes woull be opped up batargethe i
w it outmeans-tsting.The am ountw ou B inaease according © te num ber of
dependent or spedalineeds . The Guaranted incone w ou ll provde finandal
com pensation for tradittona ¥ unpaid and undenalied contributions
society,such achil care and homem aking (aurrentld estim akd O be w ort
R85 bi Mon) and w ou Bl contribu® B t e supportofartiss, student,
volinkers and sm albusiness startups.

PVPinreph oMibniad (235)

Fom your desaiption, e Ontario Green Party’s proposalkeem s o be some
sortofnegative income taxsdieme, rater t anagenuine basicincone (a
means €stis required ©odetrminewheterte "target e Fhas been
reached).

Foranum ber ofreasons some ofw hid you mention, European green parties
hawe allobeenintresed in basicincome from anear¥ stage,especalfin te
UK,H ollknd, Hn knd, Ire knd, Austria and Be Bium _Itison¥ m ore recentl
tatoter po licalpartes have becane intrested, incliding in one case (t at
off olknd) atte governmentalllhe

RobertRosenstin (robertr@sh adow .net) © PVP (24/5)
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I wonder, are you h oping oinfllienc t e various gonernment o consider te
\ew s ofth e Basiclncom e European Netw ork on ¥ t rough academ icd anne i,
and perhaps some bbbying and Herary propaganda;orhawe you considered
em u kting te Greens and form ing po Hicalpartes - notnecssarib wit
grandiose am bitions, butrat er because itw i lgine your ideas greater
exposure am ong te popu b ?

PVPinrep ¥ b Rosenskin (245)

| do notbe Be\e in sing B-issue parties, at Bastin t e European conext And |
allotink tere are many im portantprob Imswhid abasicincone woull do
Il or not ing osolle _So, I h ope t atm inorites w it in m any partes w il
startprom oting t e ideawitin tem (itisremarkab § tosee how deep ¥
dinvded peopB canbe ontisissuewitin te same party,bot Bftand righ 9,
and an ghd tOsee tis happening, at\ery difkrentpacs in diferentoountries
and in difkerentparties . The m ostrem ark ab B process oftiskind has been
witinte Dutd Labour Party .Anactixe minority (inchidinge g-tie Nobe 1
Rureak in econom i &An Tinbergen) carefu ¥ prepared te 1986 party
conferenc where teissuewas disaussed,butbstiote extreme ¥ re hcant
party op.Lastyear’s ¢ Bctoralm anist proposed a'no regretpo gy of
experimenting in te direcion ofabasicincone .And te aurrentDutd prime
miniserand Bader ofte Labour Party (€m porari ¥) settld arow on tis
issue am ong se\erallofhis minisers by insistng t atbasicincon e shoull be
kepton te agenda ofdisaussion for te t rough reform ofte Dutd socal
seaurity sysem schedulld for 1996.This is te sortofpaternlhawe in mind,
wit end Iss variant from party © party and from country o country.In

m any parties and m any countries,how e\xer,w e are st lifar from te bbbying
stage: tere is firstaheaw didactictask ahead for academ ics, purnalkst,
actiMst etc.om ake peopll atall\e I aw are t atBlis not(jus® te petidea
ofabund ofaanks,butaccnttalk Imentin te figh tagainstpo\erty and
unem p bymentand in any serious tinking aboutt e future ofsociakeaurity
and te future ofw ork .

CLO SING

PVP 1o all(26/5)

Itw as afasanating and m u Bi-dim ensiona ¥ insttuctine experienc O gi\e tis
one-w eek intractine sem inar © an inwvsib B audienc wh ose mem bers
gradual emerged from te dark as te week wenton.

Ihope Idid notdodge any ofthe questions asked .1 sh allkt lh a\e O ponder
aboutm any ofttem and h ope by briefanswers w i liorone ofsom e use tbsome
ofyou.

Form ore de\e bped answers ©© teissues raised, | refer you one again ©

e Citizen's Income, e exc HMntbu Btn pub kshed Wi ayearby te British
researd group on Bl (Citizen's Incom e Study Centre, StH i Bps Bui Bing,
Sheflie B Street London W C2A 2EX);
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= Tony Ak inson’s Pub lc Econom ics atW ork. The Basic Income / Fht Tax Proposall
O xford: O xford Uninersity Press, 1995, 170p,whid inttoduces ®© t e \arious
aspects ofreenteconom icresearad t atare re Ivantto te Bl disaussion;

e The colction l editd under t e tth Arguing for BasicIncome. Etical
Foundations for a RadicallReform , Londont New York: \£rso, 1992, 248 p.
(paperback),whia inchides contributons by O fie, Standing, Gorz, Barry,
Dbrdan, etc);

e My book ReallFreedom for AMWhat(ifAnyting) can distify Capitallsm 2,

O xford Uninersity Press, xiit 330p,whid chims t provde asysem atic
eticaldefnse ofbasicincome atte highestsustainab I e

The Basiclncon e European Netw ork (BIEN) ite Fhas a prined new s Bter
pub Bshed tree times ayear. Bubsaiptions from outide Europe are we kbome
and canbee-mailld tome _There is ae ofUS O (unw aged: US H5) for 2
years .]Butone ofthe ®€achings oftiis week forme has been tattere woull
defini®t ¥ be a pointin BIEN going one-mai L[This h as h appened sinc: see
htip://www econuclache/ets/bien/bien htn K]

Itisnow tme forme Osw it offfrom you.ltis clar t atwe hawe m any
concrns in con m on, and allo t e conuction t atnottoo con\entona bt inking
isurgentd needed ift e "future ofw ork "is not® be a nigh tm are for m any.
Thanks a btforhavng me .Itw as agreatp Basure ©"meet'you.

Rod Dobe B(Uninersity of Victoria, Canada, RD O BELL@H SD .umc.ca) o
PP (265)

Jdistanok © tank you\ery muad foryour intrestng and \ery inform ati\e
conment forte futurework IStilwas partcu bhr¥ intrestd--ak ough, |

m ustaontess, justaw ee bitdisappointd--1to find t atw h atl h ad © ough twere
new connections | was making betw een basicincome ideas and sustainabi Hy,
ecobgicaaxes and te ke,were alpresentalleady in your conment and, |
suppose, m ore fu ¥ de\e bped in your books (forwhich Iam now p kcing
orders--takes awh il for Oxford Uninersity Press o reach it m ai Ings outhere
te fringe oftte ol Em pire).

In case youm igh the intkrestd, lam attachingw it tismessage a

copy oft e aurrentdraftofa paper from EBstsum mer;any aitdasm,

com m entor corre ction you m igh tw ish ©suggestw oull be
welkone.Insometing ke it aurrent\ersion, te paperw i lbe inclided in a
fort coning wvolime ©hbe pub kshed by t e Nationa lForum on Fam i ¥ S aurity
in Canada, butl hope ©©he ab I o continue some w ork tow ard m ore detai Id
sim u Bhtions ofpossib B saiemesin te conextofnew kderallprovnaal
finandng arrangem en® in Canada.l bok forw ard ©keeping track ofyour
continuing w ork in tis area, and 1 folbw ing som e oft e actinities of BIEN, of
whia Iwas formerl¥ unaw are .

Soithas been\eryhe pfulforme ohaw had te benefit ofyour conment ©
tis tand I'm graefuHor te referencs youhawe suggestd aswe L

Sall Lermer (Uninersity ofW aker bo, Canada, Brner@w atenA.uw akrbo.ca)
B PVP (285)
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Ihad ©0aw ay on Thursday t rough Saturday, so jstcugh tup now , on
Sunday .I1\e prinked te whol week’ exd ange ©read at Risure, butjstfrom
whatl\e read, itw as am are Bbus w eek for FW ers, and Art ur and | t ank
you Enentd and sincere ¥ for your patienc, e flort time and wisdom .We ®e l
so fortunat t atyou aczped our invtation, and 1 hope okeep in chbser oud
w it you, BIEN and Citizen's Incom e from now on.I'm offnow foranoter fw
says aw ay, butw i lbe in bugh nextw eek .
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