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The examination will consist of two long questions (10+10 points) picked at random. Each student will benefit from 20 minutes preparation before answering orally the three questions.  
I. Long questions (10 points each)
1. What are the factors which highlighted the non sustainability of national champions strategies across EEC member states in the 1980s ?
2. Explain the underlying microeconomic mechanism generated by the shift from Fordist to post-Fordist production methods which fostered the acceleration of regional integration.

3. What were the internal obstacles to the free movement of goods within the Common Market during its two first decades?

4. Describe the main features of the national champion strategies.

5. “European integration has been a necessary adaptation to US economic competition”. Discuss.

6. Explain the link between the problem of economies of scale and market fragmentation in Western Europe and the geopolitical context of the late 1940s?  

7. What are the main elements of the acceleration of European integration in the 1980s?
8. Explain the welfare gains and losses experienced by the economic actors after the creation of a custom union using Vinner’s model.
9. In what way do the existence of external economies of scale, Marshallian districts and learning by doing might provide an economic rationale for regional integration?

10. Explain and discuss Balassa’s theory on stages of integration. 
11. Explain and discuss Mattli’s theory of regional integration. 
12. Outline the problem of ensuring competition in the internal market for services in network industries.

13. Describe and assess the problem of “social dumping” within the European Union.

14. Explain the subsidiarity test.
15. How did technological change affect European integration from the origins to the present times? 

16. Outline the main determinants of intra-EU labour movements.
17. Analyzing the cases of the aerospace industry and of the computer industry, explain the limits of the national champions strategies in the EEC in the 1960s and 1970s. 

18. How does a natural monopoly situation occur and what are the problems generated by such a situation (relate to the evolution of the telecom services industry)?
19. Outline the various factors that affect the credibility of non-supranational coordinated policies between Member States and explain the risk of the “race to the bottom”?  

20. What are the factors that can justify the need for European regional policy?

21. In what respects did the last enlargement of 2004 differ radically from the preceding ones?
22. Explain how the strengthening of the US competition and the stronger US growth in the late 1990s influenced the European integration process?
23. What were the strategies of European business and political elites to face the penetration of US firms on the European markets from the 1900s to the end of WWII?
