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Social segregation and unequal distribution of wealth (measured, for instance, by rising GINI 

coefficients) are fundamental characteristics of the current developmental model. However, these 

global processes take various roots, from one place and context to another according to the diverse 

ways people and societies get affected by the ongoing consequences of the globalization process and 

the most recent global economic crisis.  
 
The aim of this conference is to question globalization by drawing on established empirical traditions. 

Through comparative analysis, we seek to privilege the point of view of social actors, and the external 

forces that reshape their lives. We especially seek empirical contributions (Mazzochetti & de Lame, 

2012) that draw on the tradition of the anthropology of development (Olivier de Sardan, 1995; Mosse, 

2005, 2006); reverse anthropology and its focus on the perspective of social actors (Kirsch, 2006); and 

prospective anthropology (Hermesse, Singleton, Vuillemenot, 2011). This conference is, therefore, 

widely open to social scientists doing ethnographic research as well as civil society actors in the hope 

of providing a common and open space for empirical analysis of these transformations, from the 

vantage of public socio-anthropology. 

 
 
Context 
 
At the end of the 1970s, the Reagan and Thatcher governments implemented the first neoliberal 

policies in the US and the UK. This so-called principle of “governance” was later reinforced by the 

establishment of the so-called Washington Consensus (1989) – with the intent of eliminating all fetters 

to free enterprise – and by the foundation of the WTO (1992), which would promote free trade and 

economic liberalization. The end of the 20
th
 century is marked by the triumph of capitalism through 

the fall of the Berlin Wall and the building of integrated capital markets. These markets are 

characterized in particular by banking deregulation and the combination of investment and deposit-

taking banking functions. Concomitantly, this process benefited from revolutions in computer and 

digital technology and the deployment and expansion of the internet. These important and overlapping 

developments also engendered an international re-organization of labor. They led to the harmonization 

of production techniques and to a constant flow of information. The result is a rapid and 

unprecedented diffusion of neoliberal, free market policies (Abélès, 2008), which have brought 

national sovereignty to lie at the foot of international bond markets. Both in the global North and 

South, societies face labor market deregulation, offshoring, and increasing flows of capital and 

migration — all of which have contributed to growing insecurity and a threat to the organizational 

heritage of nation-based societies (Bréda, Deridder, Laurent 2012). In this context, we use the concept 

of  “neoliberalism” seen as a macro-economic strategy and a set of “policies and practices associated 

or submitted to this doctrine” (Ferguson, 2009). 
 
This disruption is not limited to intense privatization, deregulation policies and a dismantling of the 

State to the benefit of the private sector. The role of the State and civil society is also modified. Paul 

Cammack (2004) in particular has traced the way in which World Bank policies engender social and 



institutional changes enforcing neoliberal practices and unprecedented social transformations. 

Burawoy’s work (2005) re-visits Polanyi’s great transformation thesis, reading this new era as a third 

wave of marketization simultaneously affecting labor, money and the environment. Contrary to the 

second wave, at the beginning of the 20
th
 century marked by social reactions and a general extension 

of social and worker rights, this current wave is characterized by a global offensive against social 

policies and civil society and by the submission of the State to market forces. The State thus becomes 

the main vector for the application of structural adjustment programs since the ‘70s, and the guarantor 

of neoliberal deregulation, questioning the new role assigned to social and developmental policies. 

 
 
Questions and analytical perspectives 
 
Faced with this reality, the goal of this conference is to clarify and augment our assessment of the past 

two decades, starting from the following questions:  
1. How do we describe the new, complex role of the State in this context of neoliberal 

economics? How are public policies, welfare measures and the projects proposed by various 

donors affected by this new context? 
2. How are free market policies manifested in the day to day lives of individuals? What are the 

repercussions on social ties and the principles of individual and collective security? 
3. What is the impact of the accentuation of commodification and plundering of cheap labor and 

natural resources in the “Global South”, in particular under free trade agreements, on the 

living conditions and way of life of people living there?  
4. How does the world economic crisis of 2008, itself a consequence of the US subprime crisis of 

2006-07, contribute to accentuate these neoliberal, free market policies? What are the 

consequences on daily life and societies? How do groups/communities and individuals react to 

these policies? 
 
 
Multiple field sites  
 
In the global North, the weakening of the welfare state is now widespread. In Europe, for example, the 

austerity measures imposed by the Troïka (ECB, EC, IMF) affect universal social rights and 

regulations protecting workers’ (Varela, 2012 & 2013) by prioritizing debt servicing over any other 

public spending. At the same time, the development of legal tax havens have enabled opportunities for 

regulatory arbitrage and encouraged the weakening of social rights (Deneault, 2014). The effects of 

this new context are numerous and range from their impact on working and living conditions to 

oppositional social movements among the youth on the margins of Europe : Geração à Rasca in 

Portugal, Indignados in Spain or the massive anti-austerity protests in Athens. Moreover, the 

organized union movement took shape through several general strikes, some even coordinated all over 

Europe like the one on November 14th 2012 (Dufresne et Gobin, 2013), explicitly struggling against 

austerity measures. However, austerity measures were still applied by ‘armoured democracies’ 

(démocraties blindées) in Europe (Demier, 2013), which then helped spawn renewed ethnic or racial 

tensions, a politics of resignation (Benson and Kirsch, 2010) and the emergence of new forms of 

cynicism, including in academia (Svampa, 2008). As a response to that, and especially in rural areas, 

there are scattered initiatives of alternative markets (Van Dam et al., 2012; Streith, 2013) with new 

economic logic (Lemaître, 2009), but also affective and social logics (Van Dam et al., 2012 ; Streith, 

2013). One of these strategies is the development of alternative currencies (Maurer, 2005 ; Blanc, 

2006 ; North, 2007 ; Helleiner, 2010).  
 
At the same time in the global South (cf. supra), new social programs have been put in practice, 

generally defined by market criteria. The study of these projects represents a privileged entry to 

analyze the contradictions and complementarities of this ongoing process of social transformation 

under the aegis of the free market. For instance, transfer policies granting some social rights in a 

focalized and conditioned way, practically promote the integration of new groups of people into the 



market order, via the opening of bank accounts and the granting of various forms of credit. Cash 

transfer programs in particular have become one of the preferred forms of development aid, and reveal 

the meeting of development policies and finance (Lavinas, 2013). Empirical approaches of these new 

realities would underline the effects of these policies on local dynamics, on the construction of new 

inequalities, gender relations, and the multiplication of control procedures coming from the application 

of these policies (Nagels, 2011; Olivier de Sardan, 2013; Piccoli, 2014).  
 
 
Calendar:  
 
Submission of the communication proposals (300 words, French or English, selected bibliography and 

short biography): December 15
th
 2014 

Selection decision: January 25
th
 2015 

First draft of the presentation (40,000 signs, bibliography included): April 10
th
 2015 

Conference dates: May 6
th
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th
 2015 

Submission of articles for publication: September 15
th
 2015 
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