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THE INBEV-BAILLET LATOUR EU-CHINA CHAIR AT K.U.LEUVEN AND UCL 
 
In 2008 the InBev-Baillet Latour Fund granted an InBev-Baillet Latour EU-China Chair to both 
K.U.Leuven and the Université catholique de Louvain (UCL). Both EU-China Chairs will 
celebrate its official inauguration in the fall of 2009. 
 
At K.U.Leuven the InBev-Baillet Latour EU-China Chair is hosted by the Leuven Centre for 
Global Governance Studies. The Chair stimulates interdisciplinary research and education on 
the European Union and China and brings together the EU and China expertise that is 
present within the University. It regularly organizes seminars, conferences and other activities 
to inform students, academics, policy makers and practitioners on recent developments in the 
field. The Chair cooperates and aims to develop synergies with the InBev-Baillet Latour EU-
China Chair at the Université catholique de Louvain. 
 
At UCL the InBev-Baillet Latour EU-China Chair is hosted by the Department of Political and 
Social Sciences and constitutes a centre of research and teaching on the relationship 
between Europe and China. The objectives of the Chair are to reinforce the expertise of the 
UCL on the external action of the EU; to promote the knowledge of China as an international 
actor and the study of the EU-China relationship; to extend research on the great world 
powers, in particular the BRIC countries; and to favor the knowledge of the EU by the 
Chinese students and researchers.  
 
 
THEME OF THE CONFERENCE 
 
In a globalizing world the need for global governance through effective multilateral 
organizations is of crucial importance. This is recognized by politicians, diplomats, academics 
and policy analysts. The notion of global governance however is a contentious one, with each 
of the main players having its own perspectives and aspirations. Understanding these 
different perspectives is of utmost importance if we want to achieve consensus and effective 
multilateral cooperation among the key actors in the current world order, of which China and 
the EU are among the most prominent. 
 
China’s role in global governance is one of the defining questions for world politics in the 21st 
century. The Chinese government engages with global governance through its overall foreign 
policy and is a supporter of multilateral diplomacy. Although China is still a relatively new 
player in the international system, it is nowadays a full member of the international 



 
 
 

                                                                        

community, by membership and by actual behaviour. Only at the most recent Doha Round in 
Davos in January 2009, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao underlined the need for global 
governance with greater say from all countries. He stressed the fact that a global approach to 
risk management is required and that the tools of global governance have to be used to 
address the major problems of the world. Premier Wen emphasized the necessity for the 
international community to respond to these problems together. 
 
Likewise the European Union as a global actor is an advocate of multilateralism and a global 
order based on international organizations and standards. It wants to support and sustain a 
multilateral system of global governance that has stability, freedom, democracy and justice as 
its cornerstones. At the international conference on ‘Global Governance: Challenges for 
Multilateralism and the European Union’ organised by the Leuven Centre for Global 
Governance Studies in November 2008, European Commission President Jos�  Manuel 
Barroso stressed that multilateral cooperation will seize and maximize the opportunities of 
globalization while simultaneously managing and minimizing the risks. President Barroso also 
highlighted that the EU already greatly contributes to improved global governance through its 
own institutions, policies and policy instruments and that global governance is the way to 
solve the financial crisis. 
 
China and the EU, both belonging to the group of great powers in the world, have established 
diplomatic relations in 1975. Since then regular economic, political and additional sectoral 
dialogues take place on a current basis. At the recent EU-China Summit that was held in 
Prague on 20 May 2009 there was a clear consensus that the relations between the EU and 
China have transcended the bilateral level and have taken on an international dimension. EU-
China relations have attained a growing global strategic significance in the globalized and 
rapidly changing international environment. Both the EU and China stand for improving 
coordination and cooperation in international affairs, and an enhanced role of the United 
Nations. In the context of the EU-China Summit the EU and China have agreed that it is 
essential to further enhance their strategic partnership as flourishing EU-China relations are 
fundamental not only to promote development in the two regions, but also to tackle global 
challenges such as climate change and the financial crisis.  
 
 
CONFERENCE CONCEPT 
 
The InBev-Baillet Latour EU-China Chair aims to contribute to a better understanding of the 
Chinese and European perspectives on global governance, stimulate dialogue between 
European and Chinese experts and provide a forum for critical reflection. This international 
conference is a first major step in achieving this aim. The conference will start with a keynote 
lecture on one specific aspect of global governance, namely global economic governance, as 
a way to tackle the financial crisis. Special attention will be given to the World Trade 
Organization as representative of the global economic governance system. The keynote 
lecture will be followed by an interactive panel and floor debate. The first afternoon session 
will focus on the current state of affairs of the relations between China and the European 
Union. The panel members will discuss several challenges (climate change, security, financial 
crisis, etc) that both world powers are confronted with and introduce the global governance 
systems that can be applied to tackle today’s major global problems. The second part of the 
afternoon will be marked by the official inauguration of the InBev-Baillet Latour EU-China 
Chair starting with a keynote lecture that will reflect on the history of China-Europe relations 
and put forward suggestions for the future of the partnership by drawing lessons from the 
past. The conference will end with an official ceremony and closing remarks. 
 



 
 
 

                                                                        

SESSION ONE – CHALLENGES FOR GLOBAL ECONOMIC GOVERNANCE. THE 
EUROPEAN UNION AND CHINA IN THE WTO 
 
The morning session will examine the challenges the world is confronted with in its attempt to 
solve the economic crisis. The keynote lecture will focus on the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) as a key-player in global economic governance. The panel members will also address 
the European, Chinese and business perspectives on this issue. 
 
 
Background information 
 
The WTO, set up as a full-fledged international organization, has become a centerpiece of 
global economic governance in a fragmented international legal and institutional system. 
Today it oversees an extensive body of international trade rules in a rather successful 
manner. Nevertheless it has also become a widely contested organization. The trade rules 
administered by the WTO indeed affect various national and international regulations. Rules 
and principles on environmental protection, public health, technical standards, cultural 
diversity and financial stability all potentially become subject to the trade scrutiny of the WTO. 
Thus, national regulatory autonomy as well as the use of standards developed by 
international organizations may become seriously restricted. Inevitably the WTO is thus put at 
the centre of global economic governance.  
 
Both the European Union and China belong to the biggest traders in the world and are 
members of the WTO. The WTO and the multilateral trading system are the core focus for EU 
trade policy. The EU believes that a system of global rules is the best way to ensure that 
trade between countries is fair and open. The EU is committed to ensuring that also the 
European economy is open to the world and competitive on the world stage. It supports a 
strong multilateral trading system as the most effective means of managing trade for the 
benefit of all. The EU's strategy for sustainable development aims at reconciling economic 
growth, social cohesion and environmental protection. 
 
China on the other hand, as one of the emerging economies and a WTO member since only 
2001, has among others reshaped the global trade landscape significantly. As the EU's 2nd 
biggest trading partner and the biggest source of imports, China is the single most important 
challenge for the EU trade policy.  On the other hand the EU is already China's biggest 
trading partner. In April 2008 the EU-China High Level Economic and Trade Mechanism was 
launched in Beijing. This Mechanism aims to strengthen the dialogue between the European 
Commission and the Chinese State Council. It deals with investment and economic 
cooperation and it also provides a new tool to address issues of mutual concern such as 
market access and intellectual property rights protection. In addition the EU has always been 
a strong supporter of China's accession to the World Trade Organization. Except for its own 
mechanisms the EU now also uses the Trade Policy Review of China in the WTO to raise a 
number of concerns regarding China's trade policy. 
 
 
SESSION TWO – POLITICAL CHALLENGES FOR CHINA AND THE EUROPEAN UNION 
IN GLOBAL MULTILATERAL GOVERNANCE 
  
The keynote lecture of the first afternoon session will address the current state of affairs of the 
relations between China and the European Union. The following panel discussion will touch 
upon several challenges (environment, security, financial crisis, etc) that both world powers 
are currently confronted with and introduce the global governance systems that can be 



 
 
 

                                                                        

applied to tackle today's major global problems. Panel members, both academics and policy 
makers, will illustrate their own perspectives on the challenges for the EU-China partnership.  
 
 
Background information 
 
Currently Europe and China recognize each other as one of the more important partners at 
the global level. Diplomatic relations between the European Community and the People's 
Republic of China were established in 1975 and are regulated by the 1985 Trade and 
Cooperation Agreement. With today's strategic partnership, signed in 2003 in mind, the EU 
and China are currently undertaking negotiations to upgrade the 1985 agreement to a 
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement. Apart from regular political and economic dialogue 
meetings, there are also 24 sectoral agreements and dialogues ranging from environmental 
protection to intellectual property rights and space cooperation.  
 
The EU-China relationship is based on shared interests, equality and mutual respect, but still 
has to overcome many difficulties and differences with regard to history, culture, politics and 
geography. In general, however, the cooperation between China and the EU serves as a fine 
example of how countries can work together in a respectful manner despite having different 
social systems, different growth models and having undergone different stages of 
development. 
 
 
INAUGURAL SESSION – CHINA-EUROPE RELATIONS. LESSONS FROM THE PAST 
AND PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE. 
 
 
The inaugural session will start with a broad reflection on the history of the relations between 
China and Europe. By drawing lessons from the past the keynote speaker will formulate 
prospects for the future of the relations between China and the European Union, and their 
position in the future world order. 
 
 
Background information 
 
The first contacts between the West and China date back to the 13th century when the 
Flemish Franciscan Willem Van Rubrouck traveled to Mongolia and China. In the 16th century 
the Jesuits set foot on land in China as well. The Opium War in 1842 marked the first great 
clash between European powers and China. After the signing of the Treaty of Nanjing five 
treaty ports were opened for foreign traders and Hong Kong came under the reign of the 
British Empire. The period until the abolishment of the Chinese Empire in 1911 was marked 
by unequal treaties between China and foreign countries which frequently resulted in 
hostilities between Chinese citizens and the oppressing Western concessioners. The 
Republic of China was established in 1912 and in the years to come the Western countries 
would return their claimed concessions to China. Until 1949 China experienced great turmoil 
as it was faced with many civil wars and the Japanese invasion during the Second World 
War. The People's Republic of China was founded on 1 October 1949. Under the rule of Mao 
Zedong there was no Western influence in China whatsoever. It was only after the launch of 
the Open Door Policy and economic reform of Deng Xiaoping in 1978 that the contacts 
between China and the West were re-established. A last major meltdown in East-West 
relations occurred in the aftermath of the Tian'anmen protests in 1989.  
 



 
 
 

                                                                        

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 
 
 
09:30 Registration 
 
 
10:00 Introduction  
  

Prof. Dr. Jan Wouters, Director of the Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies / 
InBev-Baillet Latour EU-China Chair at K.U.Leuven 
 

10:10 Welcome by Prof. Dr. Mark Waer, Rector of K.U.Leuven 
 
 
10:20 Session One – Challenges for Global Economic Governance. The European 
 Union and China in the World Trade Organization  
 

Chair: Prof. Dr. Jo Swinnen, Professor of Development Economics, Director of the 
LICOS Centre for Institutions and Economic Performance at K.U.Leuven 
 
Keynote speaker: Mr. David O’Sullivan, Director General of DG Trade, European 
Commission 

  
 Panel members:  
 

- Prof. Dr. Petros Mavroidis, Columbia University / Universit�  de Neuchâtel / 
International Francqui Chair at K.U.Leuven 

- Mr. Pierre Defraigne, Executive Director Madariaga – College of Europe 
Foundation 

- Mr. Thomas Leysen, Chairman Umicore / Federation of Enterprises in Belgium / 
Corelio 

- Mr. Tang Xiaobing, Market Access Division of the World Trade Organisation  

 
 
   
12:15 Lunch Break 
 
 
 

 
13:30 Session Two – Political Challenges for China and the European Union in Global 

Multilateral Governance 
 

Chair: Prof. Dr. Tanguy de Wilde d'Estmael, Director of the Political and Social 
Sciences Department / InBev-Baillet Latour EU-China Chair at UCL  

 
Keynote speaker: H.E. Ambassador Song Zhe, Head of the Mission of the People's 
Republic of China to the European Union  



 
 
 

                                                                        

 Panel members: 
 

- Prof. Dr. Chen Zhimin, Associate Dean Department of International Politics, 
Institute of International Studies, Professor of China's Foreign Policy, Diplomacy, 
Globalization and Regional Transformation at Fudan University  

- Prof. Dr. Hans Bruyninckx, Professor of International Relations and Global 
Environmental Governance at K.U.Leuven 

- Mr. Franz Jessen, Head of China Unit at DG Relex, European Commission and 
former Deputy Head of EU Mission in Beijing  

- Prof. Dr. Tanguy Struye de Swielande, Coordinator InBev-Baillet Latour EU-China 
Chair at UCL  

- Prof. Dr. Ching Lin Pang, Professor of Antropology and Chinese Politics at 
K.U.Leuven 

 
 
15:30 Coffee and Tea Break 
 
 

                    
 
 
16:00 Welcome by Prof. Dr. Bart De Moor, Vice-Rector of K.U.Leuven 
 
 
16:10 Keynote Lecture on ‘China-Europe Relations. Lessons from the Past and 
 Prospects for the Future’ 
  

Chair: Prof. Dr. Nicolas Standaert, Professor of Chinese History at K.U.Leuven 
 
 Keynote speaker: Prof. Dr. Jonathan Spence, Professor of Chinese History at Yale 
 University 
  
  
17:30 Inaugural Ceremony 
 
  Interventions by: 

- Baron Philippe de Schoutheete de Tervarent, Chairman of the InBev-Baillet 
Latour Fund  

- Prof. Dr. Tanguy de Wilde d'Estmael, Director of the Political and Social Sciences 
Department / InBev-Baillet Latour EU-China Chair at UCL  

- Prof. Dr. Jan Wouters, Director of the Leuven Centre for Global Governance 
Studies / InBev-Baillet Latour EU-China Chair at K.U.Leuven 

 
18:00 Closing Remarks by high-level representatives of the People’s Republic of 

China and the Kingdom of Belgium 
 
 
18:30  Reception (invitation only) 

Official Inauguration of the InBev-Baillet Latour EU-China Chair 


