Research topic: Computer-aided content analysis (an idea jogger)
Psychologists long postponed analyzing continuous speech. Messy, they said. I do not blame them. And this is without mentioning having to swallow whole the half-baked language of politicians, managers. And of some social scientists too. Compared with questionnaires, texts look so untidy (Trotter, 2000). Computers can make sense of this mess. This is what I have been after for decades. I developed PROTAN, for Protocol Analyzer, a computer-aided software of content analysis.

Since 2001, I have been interested in predicting wars and conflicts (Hogenraad, 2002, a and b, 2003, submitted, a and b). For McClelland (1975), the outbreak of major world conflicts is often preceded by an increase of the gap between the need for power and the need for achievement. In plain language, “we tend to deprive of their faces any person whom we believe to be at the mercy of our will” -- this is Auden (1962, p. 62) in “The Virgin and The Dynamo”.

Stories are similar in many respects to the real world (Black, 1984). I content analyze stories that describe an emerging conflict and filter them with my new “motive dictionary”. I do the same with political speeches. Reader, it works! Not that I have much merit. All it takes to predict is a correlation (Scriven, 1959). Some will even say (after the fact) that predicting the March 2003 war in Iraq was a slam dunk. To explain is more difficult. In science, you can often predict without explaining. The reverse is possible too.

Colin, Dean, Gerry and Volodya keep a generous eye on my doings. For which, much thanks. Also to those I didn’t mention.
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