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INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP 

 
 

In Europe, deliberative democracy has 

recently taken a constitutional turn. 

Iceland and Ireland have turned to 

deliberative democracy to reform their 

own Constitutions. In Belgium, the G1000 

a citizens-led initiative of deliberative 

democracy has fostered a wider societal 

debate about the role and place of 

citizens in Belgian democracy. At the 

same time the European institutions have 

introduced different forms of deliberative 

democracy (notably but not only the 

European Citizens Initiatives) as a way to 

connect the citizens back in. These four 

cases are emblematic of a constitutional 

turn in deliberative democracy in 

Europe. Thus the aim of this workshop 

and of the book that will follow is to 

critically assess these developments 

bringing together academics who have 

been involved in the designing of these 

news forms of Constitutional deliberative 

democracy in Europe. 

Starting from these four cases, this 

workshop will address the deliberative 

turn in constitutional reform across 

Europe and more specifically assess the – 

multi-faceted – legitimacy of this 

transformation. To this end, the 

introduction will set out a framework for 

assessing the legitimacy of constitutional 

deliberative setting distinguishing 

between the input, throughput and 

output legitimacies. The first four papers 

will apply this framework to the four 

cases under study. This shall bring a 

comprehensive analysis that will be the 

foundations for the second part of the 

book. The four remaining papers will then 

offer comparative and critical insights: 

designing mini-publics for constitutional 

deliberative democracy, the publics of 

constitutional reforms, constitutional 

deliberative democracy and 

democratic innovations. 

 

With presentation by: 

Eirikur Bergmann (Bifrost University), Didier Caluwaerts (Vrije Universiteit Brussel), 

Ludivine Damay (Université Saint-Louis Bruxelles), Marie Dufrasne (Université Saint-

Louis Bruxelles), Brigitte Geißel (Goethe-Universität Frankfurt), Sergiu Gherghina 

(Goethe-Universität Frankfurt), Kimmo Grönlund (Åbo Akademi University), Clodagh 

Harris (University College Cork), Vincent Jacquet (Université catholique de Louvain), 

Jonathan Moskovic (G1000), Min Reuchamps (Université catholique de Louvain), 

Stefan Rummens (KU Leuven), Jane Suiter (Dublin City University), Julien Talpin 

(Université de Lille 2) 
 

With discussion by: 

Catherine Fallon (Université de Liège), Jérôme Jamin (Université de Liège), John 

Pitseys (CRISP & Université catholique de Louvain), Hervé Pourtois (Université 

catholique de Louvain), Nathalie Schiffino (Université catholique de Louvain-Mons), 

Virginie Van Ingelgom (Université catholique de Louvain), Peter Vermeersch (KU 

Leuven), Marie-Catherine Wavreille (Université libre de Bruxelles) 
 

With the support of ISPOLE-UCL, F.R.S.-FNRS, and GT Démocratie of the ABSP 
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Thursday 23 October 2014 

 

 
12:00 – 13:00  Lunch  

 

13:00 – 15:30  Session 1 

 

Introduction – Constitutional deliberative democracy in Europe 

  

Presented by: 

Jane Suiter (Dublin City University) 

Min Reuchamps (Université catholique de Louvain) 

 

* * * 

 

Iceland’s post-crisis deliberative constitutional process 

 

Presented by: 

Eirikur Bergmann (Bifrost University) 

Discussed by: 

Stefan Rummens (KU Leuven) 

John Pitseys (CRISP & Université catholique de Louvain) 

 

* * * 

 

The Convention on the Constitution in Ireland 

 

Presented by: 

Jane Suiter (Dublin City University) 

David Farrell (University College Dublin) 

Clodagh Harris (University College Cork) 

Eoin O’Malley (Dublin City University) 

Discussed by: 

Julien Talpin (Université de Lille 2) 

Peter Vermeersch (KU Leuven) 

 

 

15:30 – 16:00  Coffee break 
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16:00 – 18:00  Session 2 

 

The G1000 in Belgium 

 

Presented by: 

Didier Caluwaerts (Vrije Universiteit Brussel) 

Vincent Jacquet (Université catholique de Louvain) 

Jonathan Moskovic (G1000) 

Min Reuchamps (Université catholique de Louvain) 

Discussed by: 

Kimmo Grönlund (Åbo Akademi University) 

Jérôme Jamin (Université de Liège) 

 

* * * 

 

Constitutional deliberative democracy at the European level 

 

Presented by 

Ludivine Damay (Université Saint-Louis Bruxelles) 

Marie Dufrasne (Université Saint-Louis Bruxelles) 

Discussed by: 

Brigitte Geißel & Sergiu Gherghina (Goethe-Universität Frankfurt) 

Virginie Van Ingelgom (Université catholique de Louvain) 

 

 

19:00   Conference dinner 

 

 

Friday 24 October 2014 

 

 

09:00 – 11:00  Session 3 

 

Designing mini-publics for constitutional deliberative democracy 

 

Presented by: 

Kimmo Grönlund (Åbo Akademi University) 

Designing mini-publics for constitutional deliberative democracy 

Discussed by: 

Ludivine Damay & Marie Dufrasne (Université Saint-Louis Bruxelles) 

Nathalie Schiffino (Université catholique de Louvain-Mons) 

 

* * * 

 

A systemic approach to constitutional deliberative democracy 

 

Presented by: 

Stefan Rummens (KU Leuven) 

Discussed by: 

Eirikur Bergmann (Bifrost University) 

Catherine Fallon (Université de Liège) 
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11:00 – 11:30  Coffee break 

 

11:30 – 13:30  Session 4 

 

The publics of constitutional reforms 

 

Presented by: 

Julien Talpin (Université de Lille 2) 

Discussed by: 

Jane Suiter (Dublin City University) 

Hervé Pourtois (Université catholique de Louvain) 

 

* * * 

 

Constitutional deliberative democracy and democratic innovations 

 

Presented by: 

Brigitte Geißel (Goethe-Universität Frankfurt) 

Sergiu Gherghina (Goethe-Universität Frankfurt) 

Discussed by: 

Didier Caluwaerts (Vrije Universiteit Brussel) 

Marie-Catherine Wavreille (Université libre de Bruxelles) 

 

* * * 

 

Wrap-up discussion 
 

* * * 

* 
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AUTHORS’ PRESENTATIONS 

 

 

The authors of the book are researchers who have strong records of academic 

publications on deliberative democracy but also have all been closely involved in 

the organization of deliberative initiatives dealing with constitutional reforms. 

 

Eirikur Bergmann is Professor of Politics and Director of Centre for European Studies at 

Bifrost University in Iceland. He was also a member of Iceland’s Constitutional Council 

which has delivered a bill to Parliament for a new constitution. His research interests 

within the field of International Politics can be positioned in the intersection of 

European Integration Politics and International Political Economy. In that context he 

also focuses on Nationalism and Identity Politics. Further interest is within the field of 

Constitutional Politics. He has recently published Iceland and the International 

Financial Crisis: Boom, Bust & Recovery (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014). 

 

Didier Caluwaerts is a democracy fellow at the Ash Center for Democratic 

Governance and Innovation at Harvard University, and a postdoctoral fellow of the 

Research Foundation Flanders (FWO) at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel. His recent book 

Confrontation and Communication: Deliberative Democracy in Divided Belgium 

(2012) has won the 2013 ECPR Jean Blondel award. He has published in the 

European Political Science Review, the Journal of Public Deliberation, Acta Politica 

and Politics. 

 

Ludivine Damay holds PhD in political science from the Saint-Louis University, Brussels 

in Belgium. She is a post-doctoral researcher and a lecturer in political sociology in 

this same university. Her PhD field research focused on participatory devices at local 

level such as participatory budget. She pursues post-doctoral research on the 

mechanisms of citizens participation at the European level. 

 

Marie Dufrasne is a researcher in Political Science and in Information and 

Communication at Saint-Louis University, Brussels in Belgium. She works on the 

appropriation of the participative devices at the European level. 

 

David Farrell holds the Chair of Politics at University College Dublin. A specialist in 

parties, electoral systems and representation, Professor Farrell’s most recent book 

was the award-winning Political Parties and Democratic Linkage, published by 

Oxford University Press in 2011. He was the research director of the Irish Constitutional 

Convention. 

 

Brigitte Geissel, Goethe University Frankfurt a.M., is professor for Political Science and 

Political Sociology, Head of Research Unit ‘Democratic Innovations’ and the Speaker 

of ECPR Standing Group ‘Democratic Innovations’. She held fellowships, research 
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and teaching positions at various universities/institutes such as Harvard Kennedy 

School (USA), Social Science Research Center Berlin, Center of Excellence on 

Democracy at Åbo Akademi (Finland), the Universities of Muenster, Berlin, and Illinois 

(USA) as well as the Vietnamese German University, Saigon (Vietnam). Her research 

interests include democratic innovations, new forms of governance (European 

Union, national, subnational), political actors (new social movements, associations, 

civil society, parties, political elites, citizens), recent publications f.e. in Comparative 

Sociology, West European Politics, European Journal of Political Research. 

 

Sergiu Gherghina, Goethe University Frankfurt a.M., is post-doctoral research fellow 

and lecturer in Political Science, member of Research Unit ‘Democratic Innovations’. 

He held fellowships, research and teaching positions at various universities/institutes 

such as Central European University Budapest, Queen Mary University London, 

University of Siena and Institute for East and Southeast European Studies in 

Regensburg. His research interests include political institutions (parties, governments, 

or legislatures), legislative and voting behaviour, democratization processes, direct 

democracy in Central and Eastern Europe and deliberative democratic practices in 

constitutional change. He has recently published in American Journal of Political 

Science, Comparative European Politics, East European Politics, European Union 

Politics, European Political Science, International Political Science Review and Party 

Politics. 

 

Kimmo Grönlund, professor of political science at Åbo Akademi and director of the 

Social Science Research Institute (Samforsk). He is Deputy Director of the Centre of 

Excellence, Democracy – A Citizen Perspective (D:CE). His main research interests 

are participatory democracy, deliberative democracy, political knowledge, political 

behavior, public opinion and elections. His current research projects include: 

Deliberation Within and Across Enclaves (2011-2015), funded by the Academy of 

Finland, and Democracy: A Citizen Perspective (2006-2014), funded by Åbo 

Akademi Foundation. 

 

Clodagh Harris is a senior lecturer in the Department of Government, University 

College Cork. Her research interests include: democratic theory and practice 

(particularly deliberative and participatory democracy); democratic innovations 

and citizen engagement and community education. She has published in leading 

international journals such as Representation, European Political Science, Policy and 

Internet and the Journal of Political Science Education. She was a member of the 

Irish Constitutional Convention’s Academic and Legal Advisory Group (2012-2014). 

 

Vincent Jacquet is PhD Student in political science at the Université catholique de 

Louvain (UCL) and recipient of a fellowship FRESH of the F.R.S.-FNRS and Member of 

the Institut de sciences politiques Louvain-Europe (ISPOLE). His research interests are 

participative and deliberation democracy, political participation, local politics and 

democratic theory. He has published several works on democratic innovations and 

he is currently the co-coordinator of the G1000 citizens’ iniative in Belgium. 

 

Jonathan Moskovic holds a Master in political science from the Université libre de 

Bruxelles, Belgium, where he conducted research on the G1000 and the Irish 

Constitutional Convention. His research interests are political participation and 

deliberative democracy. He is currently the co-coordinator of the G1000 citizens’ 

iniative in Belgium. 
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Eoin O'Malley is senior lecturer in political science at School of Law and Government, 

Dublin City University. He has published over thirty journal articles mainly on questions 

relating to Irish politics. He is author of Contemporary Ireland (Palgrave 2011) and co-

editor of Governing Ireland (IPA 2012). He was a member of the Irish Constitutional 

Convention’s Academic and Legal Advisory Group (2012-2014). 

 

Min Reuchamps is professor of political science at the Université catholique de 

Louvain and coordinator of the methodology for the G1000 in Belgium. He 

graduated from the Université de Liège and Boston University. His teaching and 

research interests are federalism and multi-level governance, political sociology as 

well as participatory and deliberative methods. He has published ten books and 

edited volumes on these issues. He has also recently co-edited the special issue “The 

Future of Belgian federalism” with Kris Deschouwer for Regional and Federal Studies 

(2013) and a new book is in preparation for Routledge, Minority Nations in 

Multinational Federations: A comparative study of Quebec and Wallonia 

(forthcoming in 2014). He is the co-secretary of the French-speaking Belgian 

association for political science (ABSP). 

 

Stefan Rummens holds the position of Associate Professor of Moral Philosophy at the 

Institute of Philosophy of the University of Leuven, Belgium. His main work is 

concerned with the theory of democracy generally. More specific research topics 

include deliberative democracy, populism, extremism, free speech, religion in the 

public sphere, representation and transnational democracy. Additionally, Stefan 

Rummens has an interest in meta-ethics. Here, more specific topics include the 

relevance of Wittgenstein for ethics, compatibilism and discourse ethics. 

 

Jane Suiter is lecturer in political science at Dublin City University and deputy 

research director of the Irish Constitutional Convention. Her research is centered in 

deliberative and participative democracy. She is deputy research director of the Irish 

Constitutional Convention and a member of the ECPR standing group on 

Democratic Innovations. She is also co-convener of the PSAI specialist group Voters, 

Parties and Elections and is working on an IRC funded project on the use of 

referendums in Europe. She was a member of the academic team for We the 

Citizens, an Atlantic philanthropy funded experiment on deliberation chaired by 

Professor David Farrell. She has recently published Deliberative Democracy in Action 

Irish-Style: The 2011 We The Citizens Pilot Citizens’ Assembly (Irish Political Studies 2013 

with Farrell and O’Malley). Yes, minister: The impact of decision-making rules on 

geographically targeted particularistic spending (Parliamentary Affairs 2014). A 

Constitutional Moment: Taking Advantage of a Confluence of Events (2013 

Bloomberg). The 2011 We the Citizens Pilot Citizens¿ Assembly (2012 NUIG Press with 

Farrell and O’Malley). Ireland in The Oxford Companion to Comparative Politics. 

(2012 Oxford) and Ireland’s Journey to the third way: the hi-social model? (2012 

Collins Press). Jane is a frequent contributor to broadcast and print media and is a 

former journalist having worked as Economics Editor at The Irish Times. 

 

Julien Talpin is a research fellow at the French National Scientific Research Center 

(CNRS), professor of politics at the University of Lille 2. His research deals with the 

study of deliberative democracy from below, aiming at understanding how 

participatory experiences are lived by actors and shape their political and personal 

careers. He is currently investigating the conditions of inclusion of poor people and 
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minorities in participatory processes in Europe and the US. He is co-editor of the 

French-speaking journal Participations. He has recently published Schools of 

democracy. How Ordinary Citizens (Sometimes) Become Competent in Participatory 

Budgeting Institutions, Colchester, ECPR Press, 2011; “What can ethnography bring to 

the study of deliberative democracy? Evidence from the study on the impact of 

participation on actors”, Revista International de Sociologia, 70 (2), 2012; “When 

deliberation happens. Evaluating discursive interactions among ordinary citizens”, in 

B. Geissel, M. Joas, (eds.) Participatory Democratic Innovations in Europe. Improving 

the Quality of Democracy ? Berlin/Toronto, Burdeish Publishers, 2013. 

 

* * * 

* 
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