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Abstract

Over the past 5 years, Vinopres, the organizenefinnual Concours Mondial de Bruxelles (CMB), of
the world's largest wine competions has worked wigmbers of the Institut de Statistiqu€L on ways t
eliminate bias and to characterize and impr@recision in scoring the wines. At this competiabou
6000 still wines, sparkling wines, sweet wines, apitits are tasted during a 3 day by over 200

experts. Obviously, it is unimaginable that eactetatastes all wines. However, at the afidvines receiv
a score between 0 and 100 and on the basis oft¢bi® medals are attributed. The first challengt
attribute these medals in a fair way, even amomgsvivhich were not tasted by the same tasters.dvier
the concern for fairneshas to be communicated to the clients consisting makers, wine experts, ¢
consumers. Last but not least, care is neededstoethat the participating tasters enjoy therigsiin thi
talk, we shall explain the tasting protocol, thim@tionof wines to taste series, the constitution of &
panels from the available tasters, and the way wowres are compared between wines which wel
tasted by the same tasting panels. This explanatibelearly expose the practical and statistipedblem:
associated with the event which led to the collabon between Vinopres and the Institut de Statist
We will then discuss somef the approaches which we have tried so farénatttempt to better underst:
bias and variability in the ctext of the CMB and to introduce methods aimededticing both. Our resu
are mixed. The attempt to reduce bias by the intttdn of reference wines failed, yet, its failym®videc
very useful information for improving the organipat of the even Moreover, our work has shown that
very basic method for combining scc from different commissions may be sufficient for praatipurpose
as long a few basic precautions are taken. Finally, work has enabled us to quantify the inhe
variability in the CMB and to follow it over time. Overatiur work clearly suggests that a wine to whi
medal was attributed is a good wine which has riwidacies. On the other hand, we learned, thatne
which under suitable conditions can yield an éxgiscore corresponding to a great gold medal, soay
less in a less appropriate context. This underlthestake home message for the audience: When yy
highly decorated wine at a high price, make suaéttie occasion and the context live up to it.

Y ou are welcome to the coffee break befor e the seminar (room : ¢ 105)

Visit our page athttp://www.uclouvain.be/72906.html

INSTITUT DE STATISTIQUE, 20 VOIE DU ROMAN PAYS, 1348 LOUVAIN-LA-NEUVEBELGIUM
Tel 32(10) 47 43 14  Telefax: 32(10) 47 30 32-mail : ISSEC@STAT.UCL.AC.BE




