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beua2002
2026

Climate and Energy Transition
Policies

5.00 credits 30.0 h Q1

 This learning unit is not open to incoming exchange students!

Teacher(s) Denis Benjamin ;

Language : English

Place of the course Bruxelles Saint-Louis

Main themes This course aims at providing an in-depth understanding of the EU's green transition, its policies, and its
implementation, with a special focus on climate change and energy issues. The course covers key instruments
such as the Paris Agreement, the European Green Deal or carbon markets, and key domains at the intersection of
climate and energy policies such as renewable energy, nuclear energy, climate adaptation and bioenergy. Through
lectures, readings, and discussions around case studies, students will learn about the challenges and opportunities
of the climate and energy transition in the EU and beyond.

Learning outcomes At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :
• understand the EU's climate and energy transition goals and policies, and their implications for different sectors
and stakeholders

• describe the primary policy initiatives undertaken so far to reach these goals
• understand the interactions between the EU’s policies and international climate and energy governance
• analyse the key drivers and barriers of the climate and energy transition in the EU and identify possible solutions
and best practices

• reflect on the ethical and social dimensions of the climate and energy transition in the EU, and its impact on
different communities and future generations

• develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills by analyzing case studies and real-life examples of the
climate and energy transition in the EU.

Evaluation methods Students' knowledge will be assessed through a written examination consisting of both specific technical questions
and more open-ended analytical questions.

Teaching methods The course will mix different teaching methods. Lectures will present the foundations and main instruments
of European policies to combat climate change. Sectoral and regional case studies will be used to illustrate
transformative dynamics and challenges that the climate and energy transition entails. Discussions with
professionals will enable students to explore some of the issues covered in the course in greater depth.

Content The primary objective of the course is to present a summary of the European Union's main policy responses to the
issue of climate change. The approach underlying the teaching project is both factual and analytical. It is based
firstly on a rigorous and substantiated presentation of existing legislations and public policies. It then aims to make
a critical assessment of them, i.e. to analyse their effects but also to decode the political dynamics that explain the
forms and limits of public policies relating to the climate.

Sectoral and territorial case studies are designed to make students familiar with the technical, economic and
social complexity of deep decarbonisation policies that are being developed or implemented. The idea here is to
understand the effects of climate policies as closely as possible to the realities on the ground, so as to bring the
course content closer to the potential professional fields of the students in the audience.

Inline resources EU Climate Action Progress Report

EU Energy in figures 2024

EEA Trends and Projections in Europe 2024

EU Carbon Market Report 2024

European Scientific Board on Climate Change

Paris+10 Diagnosis : Looking back to look forward

Carbon Removals in the EU

State of the EU progress towards climate neutrality

International carbon credits and EU climate policy

https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/climate-strategies-targets/progress-climate-action_en#documentation
https://op.europa.eu/de/publication-detail/-/publication/993e1f3f-89d1-11ef-a67d-01aa75ed71a1
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/trends-and-projections-in-europe-2024
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/news-your-voice/news/2024-carbon-market-report-stable-and-well-functioning-market-driving-emissions-power-and-industry-2024-11-19_en
https://climate-advisory-board.europa.eu/
https://www.ecologic.eu/20185
https://www.ecologic.eu/20183
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Other infos The slides shown during the course will be made available to students.  A detailed outline and bibliography will
also be madeavailable.

As the examination consists of a written test on paper, the use of artificial intelligence does not appear to be
possible nor relevant.

Students are invited to limit electronic communication with teacher as much as possible and to ask their questions
orally during courses and breaks. If necessary, bilateral appointments are possible.

Faculty or entity in

charge
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Programmes containing this learning unit (UE)

Program title Acronym Credits Prerequisite Learning outcomes

Master [120] in EU Studies EUAB2M 5

Advanced Master in EU

Environmental Governance

(POLLEN)

EUPB2MC 5

Master [120] in European Public

Governance (Circle U.)
EUCB2M 5

https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-euab2m.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-euab2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-eupb2mc.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-eupb2mc-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-eucb2m.html
https://uclouvain.be/en-prog-2026-eucb2m-cours_acquis_apprentissages.html

