
 
 
 

You are cordially invited to  
 

UCLouvain Economics Seminar 
 
 

On Thursday April 04, 2019, from 12:45 to 14:00 
Doyen 22, Place des Doyens, 1 

 
 

James Fenske 
 (Warwick University) 

 
  

Will give a presentation on   
 

Pre-Colonial Warfare and Long-Run Development in India 
 

Abstract: This paper analyzes the relationship between pre-colonial warfare and long-
run development patterns within India. We construct a new, geocoded database of 
historical conflicts on the Indian subcontinent, which we use to compute measures 
of local exposure to pre-colonial warfare. We document a positive and significant 
relationship between pre-colonial conflict exposure and local economic development 
levels across India today. The main results are robust to numerous checks, including 
controls for colonial era institutions, ethnic fractionalization, and colonial-era and 
post-colonial conflict. We show evidence that the early development of fiscal capacity, 
greater political stability, and basic public goods investments are channels through 
which pre-colonial warfare has influenced local economic development outcomes. 
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